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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

February 2021 

United Messenger 

“Then he said to his servant, ‘Go and look out to-
ward the sea.’ The servant went and looked, then 
returned to Elijah and said, ‘I didn’t see anything.’ 
Seven times Elijah told him to go and look. Finally 
the seventh time, his servant told him, ‘I saw a lit-
tle cloud about the size of a man’s hand rising 
from the sea.’ Then Elijah shouted, ‘Hurry to Ahab 
and tell him, ‘Climb into your chariot and go back 
home. If you don’t hurry, the rain will stop you!’” 
1 Kings 18:43-44 (New Living Translation) 
 
One of the devotionals I read recently reflected on 
these two verses of the prophet Elijah’s story. The 
context of this story is that the nation of Israel was 
in their third year of severe drought. No rain had 
fallen in years. Surface waters had long since dried 
up, leaving dry, cracked creek beds. It was in this 
setting of desperation and drought that Elijah be-
gan to pray. He was hopeful and confident in spite 
of the barren landscape around him. He knelt to the 
ground and prayed with all his might, and when he 
sat up he instructed his servant to inspect the sky 
for rain clouds. There was not a cloud in the sky, 
but Elijah was undeterred. He bowed in prayer 
again and again, each time searching the sky in 
confident expectation, and each time finding noth-
ing but clear skies over the scorched land. Still he 
persisted, and after the seventh time he prayed for 
rain the tiniest of clouds appeared. Elijah was ec-
static over this seemingly puny answer to prayer. 
He warned King Ahab that he had better hurry 
home or the impending torrential rain would im-
pede his travel. Sure enough, the sky was soon 

black with rain clouds and heavy winds howled as 
the clouds burst with a heavy, soaking, long-
awaited rain. 
 Friends, I think we can learn from Elijah’s story. 
Elijah gives us an example of prayer that we can 
follow as we continue our practice of Break-
through Prayer. Elijah’s pattern was simple: Pray. 
Wait. Repeat. As our nation is battered by a pan-
demic and the economic crisis much like Elijah’s 
country was battered by drought and famine, I in-
vite us to continue to be a people of determined 
prayer. Even if the results seem small or insignifi-
cant at first, God is answering prayer. 
I’ve seen answers to prayer in homemade meals 
lovingly prepared for people recuperating from 
illness or surgery. I’ve seen answers to prayer in 
cheery balloons and messages of encouragement 
left on doorsteps or mailboxes by anonymous an-
gels in the church. I’ve seen answers to prayer as 
my boys grow in faith through youth group Zoom 
meetings or Sunday Study Zoom lessons. I’ve 
seen answers to prayer as folks we’ve never even 
met join us for online worship and trust us to pray 
for their loved ones in times of crisis. I have a 
feeling this is only the beginning of a groundswell 
of hope and faith that is rising among us! May we 
continue to pray for God to “guide us in the ways 
we are to serve and make disciples” in our com-
munity and beyond.  
May God answer our breakthrough prayer this 
year beyond all expectation! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wendy 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Little Free Pantry  
Donations Welcome 

Perhaps you’ve noticed the Little Free Pantry 
or “Blessing Box” across from the River 
Heights Elementary School on 24th Street. 
Similar to the Little Free Libraries where 
neighbors can share books with one another, 
the Little Free Pantry allows neighbors to 
share non-perishable food and hygiene items 
with any neighbor who needs them. During a 
recent meeting of the Menomonie Area Mis-
sion Coalition, it was noted that this Little 
Free Pantry is well used and often gets pretty 
empty. If you’d like to donate, you can drop 
food items off right into the Little Free Pantry 
anytime the shelves are looking bare. A list of 
winter-safe items is included below. Food do-
nations for Stepping Stones are always wel-
come too, and those can be dropped off in the 
collection bin in the hallway across from the 
restrooms at church. 
 
Link to the list of winter-safe items for the 
Little Free Pantry:  
https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/57509aefd210b84ca7cae793/
t/5f85d7d593abe412f1c1e5fd/160260707543
0/Winter+Checklist 

Light at the End of the  
Pandemic Tunnel! 

With vaccine distribution underway and the rate of 
positive COVID cases in Dunn County heading in 
a downward trajectory we have good reason to 
hope that the church will be able to resume more 
of our in-person activities at some point this year. 
Unfortunately, continued vigilance is still warrant-
ed at this time as new, more contagious strains of 
the virus spread through the U.S.  Although our 
case rate is declining we’ve only gone from 

“critically high” down to “very high” so far as of the 
writing of this newsletter. Our Accountable Leader-
ship Board continues to review the data and current 
recommendations as we determine a plan for safely 
phasing back in to in-person activities. One of the 
resources we have used is the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches guidance on returning to worship. A recent 
webinar they shared contained the following criteria 
(see chart). While our stats in Dunn County still put 
us in the “unsafe to gather” category, please watch 
the weekly Happenings for updates on when more of 
our in-person ministries will resume. 

SAFEST 

Winter Checklist 

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57509aefd210b84ca7cae793/t/5f85d7d593abe412f1c1e5fd/1602607075430/Winter+Checklist
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57509aefd210b84ca7cae793/t/5f85d7d593abe412f1c1e5fd/1602607075430/Winter+Checklist
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57509aefd210b84ca7cae793/t/5f85d7d593abe412f1c1e5fd/1602607075430/Winter+Checklist
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57509aefd210b84ca7cae793/t/5f85d7d593abe412f1c1e5fd/1602607075430/Winter+Checklist
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Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Menomonie United Methodist Church News & Children’s Ministry 

Prayer Shawl   
Meetings  
have been  
postponed  
until March 

 

Each week Pastor Wendy creates  
a Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns and 
Happenings as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would like 
these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Weekly Devotional, 

Prayer Request  

& Happenings Available 

     Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our 

newsletter birthdays or anniversaries, 
please let Lori know at the church  

office in advance.  
Our church family would like to  

celebrate your day! 

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  
Join us via Zoom Sunday Mornings 

 at 10:30am 
During the month of January, we studied Joseph and 
his journey.   There were many extreme ups and 
downs for Joseph, but God continued to be faithful 
and there with him regard-
less of where life took Jo-
seph.  Joseph could not see 
the whole picture, but he 
kept trusting God.  We 
focused on how God is 
still good today and that 
we can trust him too! 
The Education Team will 
be delivering a new supply 
basket to registered families for the next round of 
lessons 2/6/21 so that you have what you need for 
our new unit starting on 2/7/2021.  We will also be 
collecting the “God’s Love is So Big” craft that your 
children made when we drop off the baskets (or you 
can return the completed crafts to Church if you pre-
fer). 
Below is a glimpse of what we will be covering over 
the next 4 weeks: 
 
2/7- Moses is Rescued by Pharaoh’s Daughter  
Exodus 2:1-10 
God takes care of us… so we care for others. 
2/14- Moses talks to God in a Burning Bush  
Exodus 2:23-4:17 
God takes care of us… even when we feel like we’re 
not good enough. 
2/21- God Spares the Israelites at Passover  
Exodus 11-12:42 
God takes care of us… when we need rescuing. 
2/28- The Israelites Cross the Red Sea Exodus 14 
God takes care of us… and always makes a way  
for us. 
 
If the Zoom meeting is not your preferred way to 
Worship and Study, all of the lesson materials and 
more are located right on our church website 
www.menomonieumc.org > Grow> Children and 
Families.  New lessons are put up each Wednesday 
evening and stay available for the week. 
Please continue to pray over our children and fami-
lies that this year would draw us closer to God.   
 

Blessings, 
Amanda Tireman 

Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 
Cell: 402-658-4344 

Is Money Tight? 
What is FoodShare and the Quest Card? 

FoodShare benefits help buy nutritious food by  
depositing money on a QUEST card (a debit card)  

once per month. 
Call the toll-free FoodShare Helpline with any questions 

or to set up a confidential appointment. 

1-877-366-3635 
Or call or text your local FoodShare Outreach Specialist 

Maureen at 715-496-3121 
GetAQuestCard.org 

Thank you 
Thank you for the prayers, cards, calls and the  
wonderful support given during this time. We are so 
grateful to be surrounded by those who care. Thank 
you for helping us find our way through in this time of 
need . 

The family of Lucas House 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
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Menomonie United Methodist Church ADRC News  



Page 5 

Financial Footnotes 
What a year 2020 has been. I realize that everyone 
has in some way or other has been affected by the 
Covid Virus. Not being able to see our church 
family and attend regular Sunday services had 
been tough on many of us. I appreciate the phone 
calls and notes from folks just to check in to see 
how things are going.  
 
Our financial year was different as well this 
year. We found more people using our on-
line giving option, automatic withdrawals from 
their banks, Vanco, as well as contributions sent 
weekly in the mail. We thank you for sharing the 
gifts you have received. 
   
I think we have a tendency to think just because 
we were not meeting face to face weekly that our 
bills stopped being delivered. I have to admit some 
of those bills were much less but they were still 
there! If we compared our general fund this year to 
last year our income was approximately $12,000 
thousand dollars less. That income is reflected in 

Menomonie United Methodist Church Financial News  

The Medicine Shoppe in Menomonie is  
seeking volunteers to help prepare and 

hand out paperwork for individuals  
receiving the Covid vaccination.  

More information will be available soon. 

Office Hours Reminder 
Office hours will vary during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please call before you stop in to verify that someone 

will be here to assist you. 

Thank you! 

our Sunday collection plate and general giv-
ing. Our apportionments are paid by giving directly 
to apportionments as well as ten percent of the to-
tal general giving. As year-end was approaching it 
appeared that we may be a little short in that obli-
gation but thanks to you we were able to pay 
the $39,000 plus dollars. In 2021 our apportion-
ments will be close to $41,000 dollars.   
 
With the gifts we received we were able to sup-
port several local projects with our dollars. 
Wednesdays table received over $1,000 dollars, 
Stepping Stones over $350 dollars and the Salva-
tion Army $280 dollars.  
 
Over $9,085 dollars were sent to various mis-
sions in the United States and worldwide: 
Ludhiana Christian Medical College $1000 
Ndjungu's $3000 
McCurdy $1000 
UM Children’s Services $1000 
UM Madison Chaplaincy $500 
Twin Ports Ministry $1000 
Heifer Inter $1000 
Banyam Theological Seminary $150 
Liberia University $150 
Syrian Refuge Famine Relief $75 
Disaster Relief- Iowa $10 
Africa University Scholarships $200 
 
Please do not hesitate to e-mail me 
at finance@menomonieumc.org or give me a call 
if you have questions.  
 
Let us keep the faith and thank God for each new 
day as we look forward to 2021.  

 Lynn Klatt  

mailto:finance@menomonieumc.org


Page 6 



Page 7 


