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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

September 2021 

United Messenger 

Mask Recommendation  
Masks available and recommended 
even for those who are vaccinated. 

Please use your best discretion. 
The service will continue to be  

broadcast on Facebook and recorded 
on our website! 

You’re invited! Those are lovely words, like music to 
my ears. After over a year of so many cancelled 
events, it has been refreshing to be invited to some fun 
things again this summer.  
The pandemic isn’t over yet, but we have some solid 
data on effective mitigation methods to help us navi-
gate as safely as possible to keep moving forward. I 
am grateful to God for all the health care workers, sci-
entists, and public health officials for providing the 
best care and information they can to guide us through 
this very challenging time in human history. 
We’ll keep offering in-person and online worship ser-
vices each week, but I also hope to add a few new 
faith growth opportunities that utilize good safety 
strategies. In addition to virtual gatherings through 
video conferencing platforms like Zoom, we could 
also gather outdoors or gather in smaller groups with 
people who practice similar mitigation efforts as you 
do. I’ve been reading the book Invitations from God: 
Accepting God’s Offer to Rest, Weep, Forgive, Wait, 
Remember, and More by Adele Ahlberg Calhoun re-
cently and I plan to use some of what I’m inspired by 
in this book as the basis for a “You’re Invited” ser-
mon series this fall as well as a small group study. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if several of us were to in-
vite a small group of fellow church members, neigh-
bors, coworkers, and friends to join us for conversa-
tion and study around a backyard fire pit or at a park 
or a favorite restaurant? I’ll try to provide a few dis-
cussion questions to fuel your conversations each 
week. Those who enjoy book clubs could read the 
whole book along with me and those who don’t have 
time or interest in reading the book could just use the 

weekly sermon as background information for your 
discussion. Let me know if you might be interested 
in hosting a group this fall! Also, if you’d like a copy 
of the book, let us know and we can place one large 
order to save on shipping costs. 
I invite you to continue to grow in faith and to invite 
your loved ones and acquaintances to grow along 
with you in whatever ways you can. COVID may 
change some of the ways we gather and grow togeth-
er, but God is still on the move and we will continue 
to adapt and innovate as we learn to follow God in 
new ways! 
I look forward to seeing you soon in worship…and 
maybe in conversation around the fire pit or across 
the picnic table! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wendy 
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Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our 

newsletter birthdays or  
anniversaries, please let  
Lori know at the church  

office in advance.  
Your church family would like 

 to celebrate your day! 

Happy 58th 
Anniversary 
Glenn & Jan 
Gehring 
Wednesday, Sept. 1 

Thank you! 
To Mary Ellen Lidgerding for  

her  talent and time in making 
masks for the church.  

What a wonderful job and  
very much appreciated! 

August 25, 2021  
Dear Beloved Siblings in Christ, We have arrived on 
the shore of a defining moment. Afghan refugees are 
landing in Wisconsin and with their hasty departure, 
they are arriving with the ingredients of grief, trauma, 
and fear.  
Refugees are being processed here in Wisconsin at 
Fort McCoy in an effort the U.S. Army is calling, 
“Operation Allies Refuge.” We might name it a 
“Good Samaritan” moment that will help us renew 
appreciation of who is our neighbor in ways that heal 
us and them. Many of us have come from refugee mo-
ments after wars in Southeast Asia, Africa, and Eu-
rope.  
I write today in partnership with Donna Veatch, Chair 
of the Wisconsin Conference Committee on Immi-
grant & Refugee Ministries. Together we will ask you 
to pray and consider how United Methodists in Wis-
consin can respond to this crisis.  
Let’s remember the 2016 Book of Resolutions defines 
refugees as, “persons outside their country of origin 
who are unable or unwilling to return for fear of per-
secution based on race, religion, ethnicity, political 
affiliation, or opinion” (p.547). This section goes on 
to affirm: “Christians do not approach the issue of 
migration from the perspective of tribe or nation, but 
from within a faith community of love and welcome, a 
community that teaches and expects hospitality to the 
poor, the homeless, and the oppressed” (p.550). We 
would invite you to:  
• Pray for the Afghans arriving here and those left 

behind.  
• Consider a response as a congregation that might 

be financial or even involve partnering with peo-
ple on the ground locally to help resettle Afghans. 

• Consider an immediate financial gift through our 
Immigrant Assistance Fund #7795, which was 
created for such a purpose as this.  

• Watch our conference website and ENews for up-
to-date information.  

You can give through your local church or through the 
Immigration Assistance button on the homepage at 
www.wisconsinumc.org.  
One of our lectionary texts this week features the let-
ter of James and the challenge to, “be doers of the 
word, and not merely hearers.”  
Please join us in prayer that seeks the healing that 
would make Christ known.  
Thank you. In the hope that is ours in Jesus.  

Hee-Soo Jung,  
Bishop Wisconsin Annual Conference  

Donna Veatch,  
Chair Wisconsin Conference Committee on  

Immigrant & Refugee Ministries  

Letter from Bishop Hee-Soo Jung Accountable Leadership Board  
Update 

We’ve another new addition to our Accountable 
Leadership Board since our last newsletter went 
out in June! Our current board consists of: 
Jim Lake, chairperson 
Kevin Klatt, Trustees representative 
Connie Ludy, SPRC representative 
Mary Hensley, Finance representative 
Gene Larson, member at large 
Cynthia Larson, member at large 
Josh Tireman, member at large 
Janet Mangette 
 Thank you to the past leaders who have complet-
ed their terms, the new leaders that have stepped 
into these roles, and all the faithful leaders who 
continue to serve! This has been a challenging 
season but our church continues to thrive thanks 
to your excellent leadership and support. 
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Homecoming Sun-

Accountable Leadership Board meeting 
August 11, 2021 
 
Meeting opened with a devotional and a prayer.  
 
Book discussion on Being the Church in a Post-
Pandemic World.   

Discussion began with chapter 7 on Commit-
ment.  Our primary commitment is to those in 
the church’s mission field who do not yet have 
a relationship with Christ.  Discussion:  Regard-
less of what Covid does we need to bring disci-
ples to Christ.  We have done a good job of 
adapting.    

Innovation chapter 8 - So often we get caught up in 
the fear of failure that we don’t even try some-
thing new.  It was suggested that we do small 
group gatherings or even a Zoom Bible study to 
help our community grow in faith when large 
group gatherings are not as feasible or desira-
ble. We also want to include some newer music 
in worship, perhaps by inviting young (high 
school/college) musicians to occasionally lead 
music during worship. The Pop-up vaccination 
clinic that took place at our church was a suc-
cess. This was one new way to serve and en-
gage our community. It was mentioned that 
when Yvonne Cox led Campus Ministry she 
was known as the “Muffin Lady” who went to 
Stout giving out muffins and talking to the stu-
dents making the students feel welcome and 
cared for. The campus ministry has had 
great success in previous generations and we 
hope to continue to innovate ways to support 
today’s students to grow as disciples too.  

Courage chapter 10 - Too many churches uninten-
tionally make decisions for their churches not to 
thrive by avoiding difficult conversations.  Most 
avoid them for relationally-driven reasons, with-
out consideration for the missionally driven rea-
sons that might cause them to have the difficult 
conversations and make the difficult decisions.  

 
We moved on to demographics. Single young adults 
make up the highest percentage of the population with-
in a 3-mile radius of the church which makes a good 
case for continuing to strengthen our campus ministry 
efforts. The next largest segment includes 453 house-
holds within our 3-mile radius that are in the 
“Flourishing Families” demographic category which 
makes a good case for continuing to offer activities for 
families and children such as the Basketball Camp that 
Jim Lake is planning to help lead in the church parking 
lot this fall. 
Vision day is scheduled for September 12

th
 when Rev. 

Scott Carlson, one of the District Superintendents here 
in the Wisconsin Conference, will meet with the whole 
congregation right after worship and right before our 
Rally Day meal. 

 Kevin gave an update on the boiler.  We’re still on track 
for a September installation of two smaller boilers to re-
place our one large boiler. The work will be completed 
by Halverson’s (who provided the lowest bid for the work 
and have been great to work with when repairs/
maintenance have been needed in the past) and Trane 
will add the system that will operate the boilers. Trane 
specializes in these operating systems. They installed 
and continue to service our current system but it is out-
dated enough now that replacement is necessary when 
the new boilers are installed. 
Update on parking lot project: COVID-related delays in 
construction materials have delayed the completion of 
the parking lot lighting project. We are just waiting for 
the poles, which are expected to arrive in mid-late Au-
gust.   
 
Closing prayer by Pastor Wendy   

PAVING THE WAY TO THE  
FUTURE! FUNDRAISER 

Our parking lot has been repaved and the upgrad-
ed parking lot lighting will be completed soon to 
ensure that our lot is safe and accessible for many 
years to come. The total cost of the project was 
just under $100,000, which came from our Im-
provement Fund that our former Trustees and cur-
rent Accountable Leadership Board had carefully 
invested for many years in preparation for this pro-

ject. Now that this pro-
ject is completed we 
want to rebuild our Im-
provement Fund so we 
are prepared for future 
projects too.  
If you’d like to help us 
Pave the way to the 
Future, simply make a 
donation of any amount 
and indicate on your 
offering envelope or 
the memo line of your 
check that you’d like 
your donation to go to 
the “Improvement 
Fund”. 
For each donation re-
ceived, we will color in 
a parking space on the 

image of our parking lot to show our progress 
throughout the summer. Thank you to the leaders 
who prepared so well in the past and thank you 
to all of you who will help Pave the way to the 
Future!  
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2021 Wisconsin Annual Conference  
Report  

We experienced the 2021 Wisconsin Annual Confer-
ence virtually again this year. And, with the Annual 
Conference having done it this way once before, it 
was able to hold in it the usual month of June.  While 
we missed the fellowship of being in person, we en-
joyed the short commute, casual dress code, nutri-
tious food and comfortable accommodations at home! 
The improved voting method on action items and res-
olutions required cell phone use.   This saved time 
and a lot of trees!  And, although the technical chal-
lenges of conducting a secure vote (having to use a 
special app and unique voter ID) occasionally pre-
cluded us from casting our votes in time, it allowed 
the Annual Conference to show informational and 
promotional videos while the graphics showing the 
detailed results were prepared. 
 
Day 1 Friday began with opening music featuring Na-
tive American flute music and drumming to honor the 
heritage of land, followed by opening worship.  Bish-
op Hee-Soo Jung presided over the Annual Confer-
ence from the Conference Center in Sun Prairie. 
 
Bishop Jung offered greetings and thanks to those 
present and those who made the Conference possi-
ble.  He offered the State of the Church address 
which was pre-recorded.  In his address he recog-
nized the difficulty of being the church during the pan-
demic and provided hope and grace as we move for-
ward, knowing the challenges we face, but also know-
ing that God is with us through it all.   
 
The Reverend Krysta Deede introduced the 2021 
class of ordinands and the morning closed with the 
viewing of the Retiree Recognition Service.  
 
Our afternoon session began with a Bible study from 
Bishop Tracy Malone of the East Ohio Confer-
ence.  The theme for the study was “Building Beloved 
Community: Creating Healthy Ecosystems of Radical 
Inclusion and Racial Justice.”  She talked about who 
we are as disciples of Jesus Christ, who we are 
called to be as followers of Jesus Christ and what we 
are called to do as God’s agents of transformation in 
the church and in the world.  
 
The afternoon's business included a presentation of 
the 2022 budget, and a presentation from the Rever-
end Cheryl Weaver, Chair of the Joint Board of Pen-
sions, Insurance and Equitable Compensation, on 
their action items relating to clergy compensation and 
proposed changes to current conference policies as it 
relates to equitable compensation. 
 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

We then viewed videos on “Answering God’s Call to 
Mission” and “The Breakthrough Prayer Initiative.”  
 
Day 2 Saturday’s session opened with a video by the 
Reverend Lamarr Gibson celebrating Juneteenth fol-
lowed by an opening worship service.  
 
Presentations were made by Rick Churan and the 
Reverend Krystal Goodger from the Wisconsin United 
Methodist Foundation. The Foundation helped 364 
churches with $494,000 to support them during the 
pandemic with new technology, cleaning supplies and 
resources. They also supported 23 churches with 
$46,000 in grants through the New Ministry Start Pro-
gram. 
 
The Episcopacy Committee shared how grateful they 
are for the work Bishop Jung and the Cabinet are do-
ing within our Conference to support clergy, provide 
devotionals and online worship so clergy can take a 
day of respite and do the work on the quadrennial 
theme of Radical Inclusion and Racial Justice, includ-
ing work with the Anti-Racism Task Force and the 
Bishop’s Task Force. 
  
The Service of Remembrance took place next.  Each 
year the Conference pauses to remember and honor 
those from our conference who have passed away 
since the previous Annual Conference session.   
 
We then voted on four action items. First we took up 
the AntiHate Crimes Resolution which was presented 
by Dr Don Kim on behalf of the Commission on Reli-
gion and Race.  This passed. Then we voted on the 
2022 budget, which was presented by the Reverend 
Steve Miller, Interim Chair for the Council on Finance 
and Administration.  We did approve the budget. Next, 
the Nominations Report (presented as an action item 
by the Reverend Sue D'Alessio) also passed.  Finally, 
the Reverend Kevin Dembinski presented the action 
item relating to the Culture of Call. This action item is 
intended to create a culture of call to ministry within 
the Wisconsin Conference. This passed as well. 
 
Following closing remarks by Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, 
the Service of Commission and Ordination played.    
 
Throughout the Conference, we watched short videos 
during vote tabulation times. We saw fun footage pro-
moting Pine Lake and Lake Lucerne Camp and Re-
treat Ministries, the presentation of six different 
awards, Campus Ministries highlights, and informa-
tional ones on the Groat Grant and Harbor 
House.  You can view all these videos and all 8 hours 
and 48 minutes of the Annual Conference on 
YouTube by using the search term ‘Wisconsin UMC 
Virtual Conference 2021.’ 

Kurt & Sarah Zarbock 



Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  
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Menomonie United Methodist Youth and Children’s Ministries 

Sunday Study | 2021-2022 
Join us most Sunday Mornings @ 10:00am 

Starting Sunday, September 12th with  
Homecoming Sunday events! 

 
I’m delighted to share that we will be 
kicking the Sunday Study year off in-
person!  Our format and start time will be 
different than in recent past, at least to 
start, but I am so hopeful to be able to 
Worship together in person.  If we have 
learned anything over the last year and a half, plans are 
always subject to change…. even if you are a planner, 
but our intention is to be in person this year.    
 
So what does that look like? 
We will meet immediately following Worship at 10:00 
a.m. starting in the Sanctuary, where families are wel-
come to join and spread out as you feel comfortable. 
We will be meeting as a large multi-age group with 
smaller break out activities and discussion. 
Our Youth will be invited to join as assistant leaders to 
help facilitate discussion and activities with our young-
est disciples. 
Parents who are able and willing are invited to join in.  
The format will be very similar to the in-person Sunday 
Study classes that we had at the end of the year last 
year. 
 
Below is a glimpse of the first 5 weeks. 
9.12- Welcome Back w/Homecoming Sunday 
Kickoff the Sunday Study year with outdoor games, 
chalk art, and food!  Activities will begin immediately 
following Outdoor Worship around 10:00 a.m. with a 
meal being served around 11:00 a.m.  This is a great 
chance to reconnect and enjoy some fellowship togeth-
er!  
 
Sunday Study officially begins 9.19.21 at 10:00 am  
following Worship 
9.19 –   God guides us…and gives us what we 
need. (Exodus 16) 
9.26 –   God guides us…because he loves us. 
(Exodus 20:1-17) 
10.3 –   God guides us…even when we go our 
own way. (Exodus 32) 
10.10 – God guides us…and gives us work to 
do. (Exodus 35:10-36:38) 
 
Please pray over our children and families as 
we kick off in this new format that this year 
would draw us closer to God.   
 

Blessings, 
 

Amanda Tireman 
Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 

Cell: 402-658-4344 

HOMECOMING SUNDAY  
ON SEPTEMBER 12 

 
You are invited on Sunday, September 12 to a spe-
cial Homecoming Celebration, featuring outdoor 
worship in the church yard, an outdoor meal in the 
church parking lot, an opportunity to register for 
Sunday Study classes this fall, lots of yard games 
and board games for multi-generational fun, and 
opportunities to decorate our new church parking 
lot with sidewalk chalk art! We’ll kick off the fes-
tivities with worship at 9:00 a.m. in the backyard at 
the base of the large cross by the patio behind the 
Fireside Room. Please bring your own lawn chairs 
or a blanket to sit on during worship.  
 
After worship there will be games and sidewalk 
chalk art in the church parking lot for any kids who 
are ready for a movement break. Meanwhile at 
about 10:00 a.m. the Rev. Scott Carlson, District 
Superintendent of the South West District of the 
Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist 
Church, will lead us through an informational ses-
sion on the Missional Church Consultation Initia-
tive (MCCI) process our church has been invited to 
participate in. Pastor Wendy has attended monthly 
learning sessions with other pastors in this coach-
ing initiative and it is exciting to consider our next 
steps in growing our church and growing as disci-
ples of Jesus Christ! 
 
Following the MCCI Refocus presentation, we will 
enjoy hot beef sandwiches, potato salad, watermel-
on, and bars at tables in the church parking lot 
starting at around 11:00 a.m. During and after 
lunch, all are welcome to enjoy table games and 
yard games or even try your hand at a little side-
walk chalk art. We hope to see you there! 
 
For those who cannot safely attend we will plan to 
livestream the worship service on our Facebook 
page as always. Curbside and home-delivered 
meals will also be available upon request for those 
who cannot attend in person. Please call the church 
office as soon as possible if you’d like a meal de-
livery on Homecoming Sunday so we are sure to 
prepare enough food. 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
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Thank you  
to the Youth 
Mission for 
leading our  

worship service 
on  

Sunday,  
August 15th! 

  
Left to right: Noah Slaback, Alex Slaback, Alanis Viana, Balian Viana,  

Tristian Viana and Amanda Viana. 

On Saturday, August 14, Haiti experienced a 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
that produced widespread destruction in the western region of the 
country. The current death toll stands at 1,297 and left at least 5,700 
people injured in the Caribbean nation, with thousands more displaced 
from their destroyed or damaged homes. 
We invite you to make a donation to UMCOR to aid in the response ef-
forts in Haiti. We ask you to pray for the families of those who have 
died or are missing. We also pray for the communities experiencing up-
heaval and uncertainty. UMCOR stands in solidarity and is in communi-
cation with partners in Haiti as the full scale of this disaster unfolds. 

 
If you would like to mail a check please make the check out to  

Menomonie United Methodist Church and note Adv# 00483A  or Haiti in the memo line.     
Please mail your check to:  

Menomonie United Methodist Church 
2703 Bongey Dr., Menomonie, WI 54751 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 
HOMECOMING SUNDAY 
Homecoming Sunday is quickly approaching 

 (Sunday, September 12th)!  The education  

committee will offer a pork sandwich meal after  

worship service. 

 Are you able to help us?  
Many hands make light work!  

 There will be pork sandwiches, potato salad, 
 watermelon, dessert and lemonade all served in a 

take-out container. The meal will be provided by the 
education committee, but as with any meal for a large 
group, we are in need of volunteers. Help is needed 

for setting up, cleaning up, and serving.  
 Please call Lori at the church office if you can help fill 

one of these spots or see the sign up sheet on the 
youth bulletin board. 

We thank you in advance for your assistance.  
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Volunteers Needed 

Stepping Stones 
needs YOUR help 

to continue to 
serve our  

community!   
We are looking for volunteers that are vaccinated, able to 
wear a mask, and available to come in once a week.  
Here are the details: 
Mondays:     9am-11am inside packing food bags and/or 
2pm-4pm packing food bags 
Tues.:     Driving our truck (NO CDL needed) to Rock Falls 
for our new pantry Pop-up  
Wed.:  3pm-6pm inside loading totes for distribution 
Friday:  3pm-6pm inside doing intake during distribu-
tion,  inside loading totes for distribution and/or outside 
putting food in trunks during distribution 
ANY day:             Helping to keep the agency clean- takes 
about an hour…OR, you can tag-team it and get it done 
faster! 

Let Jill know by calling 715-235-2920 Ext 204  
or by email to  

communityconnect@steppingstonesdc.org 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

mailto:communityconnect@steppingstonesdc.org
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Monday’s Table Update 
 At the very beginning of 2020, Pastor Wendy and 
the Accountable Leadership Board started to ex-
plore the idea of launching a free community meal 
called “Monday’s Table” in cooperation with the 
other free community meals in town. (Tuesday’s 
Table is held at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
Wednesday’s Table is held at Christ Lutheran 
Church, and Thursday’s Table is held at the First 
Congregational Church of Christ.) These meal min-
istries help feed body and soul, staving off both 
hunger and isolation.  
The need is large and seems to be growing. With 
some of the unemployment benefits ending soon, 
and possibly a drastic reduction in federal food 
share benefits anticipated this fall as some of the 
COVID relief measures expire, there will likely be 
a sharp increase in the number of people in our 
community who are experiencing food insecurity in 
the months ahead. The pandemic has exacerbated a 
sense of isolation for many as well. 
Some of our potential volunteers have understanda-
bly been reluctant to launch our Monday’s Table 
meal ministry while the pandemic still lingers, but 
after meeting with the other community table lead-
ers, some of the Stepping Stones staff members, 
and with our public health director it does seem 
possible and prudent to move forward to help meet 
this growing need in ways that mitigate risks for 
our participants and volunteers. We’d like to start 
with curbside pick-up like all the other Community 
Tables have done (and possibly a few outdoor din-

ing tables when the weather is nice).  
There are many ways you could get involved. If you 
have a background in nutrition, you could help us 
plan the menus around what is available from Feed 
My People each month. If you enjoy cooking, you 
could be a part of one of our cooking teams, taking a 
week every month or two to help prepare food. If 
you are able-bodied enough to carry take-out food 
packages from the church kitchen to the church 
parking lot you could help as a “runner” for curbside 
meal delivery. If you’d prefer not to work in groups, 
you could do a solo project like counting and label-
ing take-out containers each week. If you enjoy driv-
ing, you could help pick up donated food or even 
deliver meals to a few shut-ins who cannot drive in 
for curbside pick-up. If you are gifted at administra-
tion, you could help us start a Monday’s Table task 
force to help us adopt and adapt procedures to make 
this meal ministry as effective as possible. Let Pastor 
Wendy know how you might like to help! 
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Each week Pastor Wendy creates  
a Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns and 
Happenings as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would like 
these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Weekly Devotional, 

Prayer Request  

& Happenings Available 

Scripture  

and Art 
Thursday,  

September 23 
Following the lec-
tionary and read-
ings from the dis-

cipline.   This 
class will be open to any age at the church. Meeting 
outside if it is nice on the back patio otherwise we 
will meet in the fireside room. This is a chance for 

people to be creative and express what they hear in 
the scriptures for themselves. Participants should 

bring any coloring supplies and paper to use to ex-
press themselves.  

Prayer Shawl  

Meeting  
September 16th 

 at 4:00 p.m. 
October 21st at 4:00 p.m. 

We plan to have our meeting last for 
up to 2 hours so if you can't get there 
right away at 4:00 feel free to come 

and join us up till  
6:00 p.m.! 

Men’s Caregiver Support 
Group Meeting 

Wednesday, September 1,  1-2 PM 
UMC Fireside Room 

Red Cross  
Community Blood Drive 

Menomonie  United Methodist Church 
Monday, October 11 

1:00 pm - 6:00 pm (New Time) 
Call 1-800-733-2767 or visit  redcrossblood.org 

and go to Zip Code 54751  
or call Jan F. at 715-232-8718  

to make an appointment. 
Rapid Pass is available. 


