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January 2021 United Messenger 

“Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we 
affirm, for God can be trusted to keep his promise. Let 
us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love 
and good works.”  

–Hebrews 10:23-24 
 
 Oh, dear friends in Christ, how I miss you all! When-
ever I happen to see one of you in a chance encounter 
in the grocery store or a during a quick conversation 
when dropping off a care package at your doorstep, my 
heart leaps with joy at seeing your faces after so many 
months apart!  
 I am praying mightily for all of you as we move into 
the new year. As difficult as 2020 has been, sadly it is 
likely that things will continue to get worse before 
they get better. The most recent projections from the 
CDC indicate that the rate of COVID deaths will con-
tinue to rise here in the United States throughout the 
month ahead. I am grateful that vaccines have been 
developed and are being distributed as rapidly as pos-
sible, so that by late spring or early summer we may 
finally come to the end of this crisis. Yet, with several 
months of cold weather still ahead of us, there are un-
doubtedly still tough times to come. 
 Therefore I encourage you to practice the advice we 
read in Hebrews 10:23-24. First, “let us hold tightly 
without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can 
be trusted to keep his promise.” No matter what, God 
is with us. The God who forgives and redeems and 
transforms is working within us even now to redeem 
this pain and make something good come of it. I don’t 
fully know yet what that good will be, but already I 
find myself feeling profound gratitude for simple 
blessings I used to take for granted—food on the table, 

a roof over my head, and breath in my lungs. Even if 
the challenges ahead seem daunting, we will come 
out of this better, stronger, and wiser as we continue 
to hold to that unwavering hope we find in God. 
 The second bit of wisdom from these verses from 
Hebrews is to “think of ways to motivate one anoth-
er to acts of love and good works.” Perhaps this 
month we can practice encouragement, reaching out 
with thank you notes or thinking of you cards for 
health care workers, teachers, postal workers, emer-
gency responders, grocery clerks, restaurant servers, 
nursing home residents, college students, and any-
one else we can think of who might appreciate our 
kindness and support in the weeks ahead. Not only 
will this make the difficulties of the months ahead a 
little more manageable for those we encourage; it 
will likely help us too. As Rev. Adam Hamilton 
notes, “When you do good for others, you do good 
for yourself. Love that gives of itself is better than a 
pill. It heals you. When you take your eyes off your-
self and focus on others, realizing that it’s not about 
you, then you find joy and fulfillment. When you 
share the light, you also receive it” (Incarnation, p 
142-143). May our acts of love bring joy to our lives 
and to the world around us! 
 Another more playful way to “motivate one anoth-
er to acts of love and good works” might be to ob-
serve some of the little-known holidays this month. 
Although the busy holiday season is coming to an 
end, there are official national holidays and whimsi-
cal unofficial celebrations throughout the year for 
just about everything imaginable. For example, I 
learned recently that January 8 is “Bubble Bath 
Day”. Perhaps you can run a bath for yourself or 
your child to enjoy! January 12 is “National Hot Tea 
Day”. Maybe you can drop off a favorite flavor of 
tea for a neighbor to try. January 24 is “Belly Laugh 
Day”. You might call a friend to share a favorite 
joke, or laugh together over your favorite memories. 
January 29 is “National Puzzle Day” (crossword, 
Sudoku, jigsaw—whatever kind of puzzle you like). 
Maybe you can deliver a puzzle or puzzle book to a 
local assisted living or long-term care facility. The 
possibilities are endless! 
 May the weeks of winter still ahead bring you not 
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Weekly Devotional, 
Prayer Request & 

Happenings  

Each week Pastor Wendy creates  
a Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   
We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns 

and Happenings as well. 
Please let Lori know at the office if you would 

like these emailed to you or sent to  
you via regular mail. 

     Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our 

newsletter birthdays or anniversaries, 
please let Lori know at the church  

office in advance.  
Our church family would like to  

celebrate your day! 

Evening Prayer & Praise 
Thursday,  Jan. 7 at 6:30 pm  

for about 45 min - 1 hour. 
We will use the United Methodist order for evening 

praise and prayer in the Methodist Hymnal. There is no 
cost, no deadline and no registration needed.   

People can join any night, week to week and this is not 
a cumulative class. 

We will start by Zoom and may eventually meet in per-
son depending on Covid-19 guidelines. 
  Contact Sarah Zarbock for details. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://zoom.us/j/96788482249?
pwd=VXVrQnB1NGtzanI1cjZEZ3p2dnl3dz09 
 
Meeting ID: 967 8848 2249 
Passcode: 759864 
One tap mobile 
+19294362866,,96788482249#,,,,,,0#,,759864# US (New 
York) 
+13017158592,,96788482249#,,,,,,0#,,759864# US 
(Germantown) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
Meeting ID: 967 8848 2249 
Passcode: 759864 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/adYF6hp9AR 

 

despair, but cozy comfort and opportunities for con-
nection with God and with others, even from afar. 
I’m praying for you all, and if you ever need to talk 
(or if you want to share your best jokes on Belly 
Laugh Day!) I’m only a phone call or an email mes-
sage away. Together, by the grace of God, we will 
hold tightly to hope this month as we spread the light 
and love of God! 
 

With love and prayer, 
Pastor Wendy 

https://zoom.us/j/96788482249?pwd=VXVrQnB1NGtzanI1cjZEZ3p2dnl3dz09
https://zoom.us/j/96788482249?pwd=VXVrQnB1NGtzanI1cjZEZ3p2dnl3dz09
https://zoom.us/u/adYF6hp9AR
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Office Hours Reminder 
Office hours will vary during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please call before you stop in to verify that someone 

will be here to assist you. 

Thank you! 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News & Children’s Ministry 

You’re invited to join the Stepping 
Stones Clean and Shovel Crew! 

Please let us know if you are available to help us keep our 
facilities accessible, clean and healthy for our wonderful 
clients, volunteers and staff.  We are looking for volunteers 
to help with light custodial tasks and sidewalk snow removal. 
 
Here’s a list of our needs: 

Light Custodial—Stepping Stones Offices and  
Food Pantry 

Volunteer for one-or-more days each week 
Less than two hours most days 

Help needed Mondays-through-Saturdays 
Light Custodial—Broadway Shelter Common Area 

One volunteer needed to help once a week 
About an hour most weeks 

Will work with you to set a regular schedule 
Move-Out Clean-Out—Broadway and Stout  

Road Shelters 
Volunteers needed to prepare units for incoming clients 

Time and schedules vary with client turn-over and 
amount of work to be done 

Sidewalk Snow Removal—Stepping Stones Office/Pantry, 
Broadway and Stout Road Shelters 

Four-S: Snow-blow, Shovel, Sand and Salt as needed  
Will need primary volunteers and back-ups, for sore 

backs and big storms 
Shovels and snow-blowers on-site 

Sign up to help on a regular schedule – or let us know you 
are interested in chipping in by being in a  

‘willing to help’ pool.  
 

Contact Jill Seichter at 715-235-2920 or  
communityconnect@steppingstonesdc.org 

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  
Join us via Zoom  
Sunday Mornings  

at 10:30am 
 
During the month of December, we focused on Jesus and 
celebrated that Jesus loves everyone and wants us to believe 
in him.  We continued that theme of love and trust as we fo-
cused on the birth of Jesus and what Christmas means to us 
as Christians. 
 
We will spend the month of January studying Joseph and 
discovering how God was good to Joseph even when parts of 
the plan did not feel good.  Joseph could not see the whole 
picture, but he kept trusting God.  We will discover how God 
is still good today and that we can trust him too! 
 
The Education Team will be 
delivering a new supply bas-
ket to registered families for 
the next round of lessons 
New Year’s weekend so that 
you have what you need for 
our new unit starting on 
1/10/2021.  We will also be 
collecting the cute penguin 
landscapes that your children 
made when we drop off the baskets (or you can return the 
completed ornaments to Church if you prefer). 
 
Below is a glimpse of what we will be covering over the next 
4 weeks: 
 
1/10- Joseph Annoys his Brothers Genesis 37:1-36 
God is good no matter what… even when life’s unfair. 
1/17- Joseph Goes to Jail Genesis 39 
God is good no matter what… and can turn bad into good. 
1/24- God Helps Joseph Interpret Dreams Genesis 40-41 
God is good no matter what… and will help us. 
1/31- Joseph Forgives His Brothers Genesis 42-45 
God is good no matter what… and has a plan for us. 
 
If the Zoom meeting is not your preferred way to Worship 
and Study, all of the lesson materials and more are located 
right on our church website www.menomonieumc.org > 
Grow> Children and Families.  New lessons are put up each 
Wednesday evening and stay available for the week. 
 
Please continue to pray over our children and families that 
this year would draw us closer to God.   
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Summary of Annual Conference 
2020 

 
Kurt, Wendy and I joined the Annual conference vir-
tually on October 24th, 2020.  The conference opened 
with worship, singing and scripture.  The conference 
theme was " In Ministry with All the World" and the 
Quadrennial focus for the Wisconsin Conference: " 
Radical Inclusion and Racial Justice." 
These themes provided inspiration for worship and 
guided the content on many of the reports that were 
presented.  The Opening,  Remembrance, and Closing 
worship services were multilingual in planning, lead-
ership, liturgy and music.  During the voting tabula-
tion, we watched short video highlights of various 
ministries of the Wisconsin Conference. 
Bishop Hee Soo Jung greeted everyone present, and 
took a vote to authorize holding the conference virtu-
ally to set rules and procedures to guide the business 
of the virtual session, and the presentation and elec-
tion of conference secretary, Reverend Kevin Rice 
Myers, and conference treasurer, Sarah Sneider...all 
of which passed. 
We saw video reports shown by Reverend Kerri Par-
ker, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches, and from the General Board of Church and 
Society, along with a virtual introduction to the 2020 
class of those being commissioned by the Board of 
Ordained Ministry. 
The budget was presented by the Council on Finance 
and Administration chair Lisa Wink and conference 
treasurer Sarah Sneider. 
A consent agenda of nine action items was also pre-
sented and passed. 
The afternoon session included a report from the 
General and Jurisdictional Conference delegation on 
their activity since election in the 2019 Annual Con-
ference Session.  They introduced Reverend Dan 
Schwerin as a candidate for the Episcopacy, which 
was affirmed by a show of virtual hands. 
We viewed a presentation about development of as-
sessment and training for leadership in the conference 
around the issues of inclusion and racism.  This came 
out of Bishop Jung's Task Force, "Wisconsin Way 
Forward", a Wisconsin Option to the calls for separa-
tion on both the traditional and progressive sides of 
our theological spectrum. 
The most discussed item was the action item on the 
Disaffiliation Agreement.  This resolution establishes 
the formula to be used to determine the unfunded 
pension obligations of a disaffiliating local church in 
the Wisconsin Conference.  This action item was ap-
proved. 

There was a recognition of Bishop Hee Soo Jung's 
eight years of serving as the Episcopal leader of the 
Wisconsin Annual Conference and affirming his 
continuing presence as the bishop. 
The Wisconsin United Methodist foundation report-
ed they gave $310,000 in grants to 391 Wisconsin 
United Methodist churches to help them adapt to the 
technology needs of leading worship and being a 
virtual Church during this time of pandemic physical 
distancing. 
There was also a celebration of three new church 
starts in 2020 and 22 new church starts in the past 5 
years.  There were also three churches that were vot-
ed on to discontinue and close.  The Annual Confer-
ence budget of $6.3 million was passed after a few 
questions were answered. 
The Conference business closed with a short wor-
ship service. 
We are looking forward to attending the next Annual 
Conference in person, whenever that might be. 

Sarah Zarbock 

Yarn donations are accepted here at United Methodist 
Church, please call ahead for office hours 715-235-0654 
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