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United Messenger 

Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

I shared on my Facebook page recently that another of 

the butterflies from my boys' butterfly jar had 

emerged from her chrysalis. On that day, she gently 

practiced opening her wings in that cramped space--a 

jungle of milkweed and caterpillars--until I tipped the 

jar a bit and let her crawl out onto my finger. She was 

still in that liminal space between caterpillar and but-

terfly, her body still thick and clumsy like a caterpil-

lar's even as she flapped her new wings. She toppled 

easily, even though she tried to cling as tightly to my 

skin as her little butterfly legs could grip. From previ-

ous butterfly releases, I estimated it would be an hour 

or more before she'd be fully ready to fly, so I sat 

down to read while I waited with her balanced on my 

thumb. Every few minutes another drop or two of flu-

id would drip onto the table as she squeezed out that 

extra weight that no longer served her well now that 

she was preparing for flight. 

Waiting with that butterfly gave me plenty of time for 

reflection, and I realized there was perhaps a message 

for me in that butterfly’s story. After four decades of 

living, I find myself in a similar liminal space between 

the driven and too-often distracted woman I have been 

in the first half of my life and the more fully-present, 

wholehearted woman I hope to become in the years 

that remain for me. I've been practicing this more 

wholehearted living for some time already, tentatively 

stretching my wings but often toppling back into the 

same clumsy, frantic living I've been trying to leave 

behind. Little by little I'm trying though; leaving be-

hind the patterns and practices I've taken on that no 

longer serve me well in this new season of life.  

In some ways, our nation and maybe our whole 

world are in this liminal space too. The pandemic 

has disrupted our usual pace of life and has brought 

to the forefront some of the ugliest realities of our 

humanity. This awk-

ward, in-between stage 

between life-the-way-it-

used-to-be and the-life-

we-will-build-from-here 

is uncomfortable and 

inconvenient. For some 

it has been a time of tre-

mendous, unspeakable 

loss. But maybe this, 

too, is an opportunity. 

Maybe this is our best 

chance yet to let go of 

the bits that don't serve 

us or our world well. 

Maybe this is our invita-

tion to become a little 

lighter and a little more 

free. 

Even in the church we find ourselves in a liminal 

space, this in-between stage between the way we’ve 

always done things and the ways we can practice 

our faith now and in the future. We may feel frus-

trated over the disruption of our favorite, familiar 

routines as we try to find and adjust to new ways to 

connect with God and with one another. I’m glad to 

connect with many of you still through our online 

services, our mailings, phone calls, email messages, 

and occasional socially-distanced visits, but I still 

Continued on page 2 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10223011341849678&set=a.1447553106509&type=3&eid=ARBgmNsAyurz6WKi7PkDsytuhrkpWlBfxDmwpHlMfxz8jzGT8HXLLd1mDc_fSNs9iTODY1DSuUF5reKM


Page 2 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

miss seeing all of you regularly, in-person on Sunday 

mornings and I still look forward to the day we can 

all safely gather again. This season has made me 

even more aware, though, of people who may have 

fallen through the cracks in the past—people who 

have been isolated or disconnected even before the 

pandemic—and has made me more intentional about 

trying to reach out to everyone. (If you know of any-

one we’re still missing, please contact Lori or I in the 

church office so we can add them to the phone tree or 

the mailing list.) Just as our online services have 

helped us to reach a larger audience than those who 

would ordinarily join us in-person, maybe this season 

of social distancing can be an opportunity for us to 

make a few more phone calls and send a few more 

cards to reconnect with members of our church fami-

Special Message 
 From Bishop Jung  

 
This Must End: 
‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient 
times, “You shall not murder”; and “whoever murders 
shall be liable to judgement.” But I say to you that if 
you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable 
to judgement; and if you insult a brother or sister, you 
will be liable to the council; and if you say, “You fool”, 
you will be liable to the hell of fire.’ 
(Matthew 5:21-22) 
 
There are no good excuses, no acceptable reasons, no 
justifications, or rationalizations:  the murder of un-
armed black people must end. The brutal shooting of 
Jacob Blake, evidence of excessive use of force and 
abusive violence, is the latest in an indefensible string 
of the taking of black lives. This tragic event in Ke-
nosha brings our national shame close to home. 
Some claim that we don’t know the whole story. We 
know enough. “Thou shalt not kill,” is a commandment 
from God. Jesus expanded the understanding of murder 
to include intention and desire to harm. We are viewing 
multiple images of a fundamental abuse of power. 
This is not a blanket indictment of law enforcement and 
police in general. There are incredibly careful, compas-

ly with whom we’ve lost touch, or even to neighbors 

or acquaintances that have never been involved in the 

church but may appreciate a kind note or a quick 

phone call to let them know we care. Even now in 

these uncertain times of change, we are becoming the 

people God is calling us to be. 

My butterfly eventually took flight to the flower bed 

that afternoon, gracefully fluttering through my 

breezy backyard. May we, too, find our way, little by 

little, to a more grace-filled way of life as we follow 

God’s will for us day by day. Until we meet again, 

please remember that you are loved by God, by me, 

and by all of us here at the Menomonie United Meth-

odist Church. May God continue to bless you and 

keep you through these troubled times. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Wendy 

 

sionate, moral, and ethical police officers and police 
forces. We do not want to paint a picture of an evil 
empire of law and order through violence. This 
would be wrong on many levels. We support the le-
gal, ethical, and morally correct enforcement of the 
law. But we are seeing regular evidence of broken, 
imperfect, harmful – and even evil – conduct from 
individuals wearing the uniform of law enforcement. 
This must end. 
We pray for the family, friends, and community of 
Jacob Blake. We call for change, for accountability, 
for appropriate punishment for those responsible and 
culpable. We pray for every black woman and man, 
older and younger, who live in fear for their lives 
whenever they leave their homes. I want you to know 
that I and the entire cabinet hear you – racial justice 
must be a hallmark of ministry in the Wisconsin 
Conference of The United Methodist Church. This is 
not simply an empty pledge, but a commitment to 
work together throughout our conference, with our 
local churches and the resources of our whole de-
nomination to demand racial justice for all. 

 
Your brother-in-Christ, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
  
Correction:  A previous version of this release re-
ferred to the "slaying" of Jacob Blake. Mr. Blake was 
reportedly shot several times in the back, but has 
since emerged from surgery and is in stable condi-
tion.  
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Each week Pastor Wendy creates a  
Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns 
list as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would 
like these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Weekly Devotional and  

Prayer Request List Available 

Outdoor Service Planned for 
September 20 

On Sunday, September 20th we plan to hold our 
worship service outdoors in the church yard so that 
we can safely accommodate more 
people while the weather is still 
warm enough for us to be out-
doors. (In the case of severe 
weather, we will postpone the out-
door service to September 27.) 
We will set up the keyboard, mi-
crophone, and speakers on the pa-
tio behind the Fireside Room, so 
you can either walk around the 
outside of the church to the back-
yard, or if you prefer to avoid un-
even ground you can come through the main en-
trance and walk out the Fireside Room exit to our 
outdoor worship space. Please bring your own lawn 
chair to set up six feet from other households and 
plan to wear your facemask. With these precautions 
in place, we will be able to sing together during wor-
ship. We will also still livestream the service on Fa-
cebook and record the service to post on YouTube 
so that those for whom it is not yet safe enough to 
gather in person can still participate with us online. 
If we experience a spike in COVID-19 cases in 
Dunn County that requires the Menomonie Public 
Schools to revert to virtual learning, all in-person 
gatherings at the church, including worship, will be 
cancelled as well. Please watch for updates each 
week in case we need to postpone or cancel. 
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Prayer Shawl  
Meetings 

2nd Thursday of the month  
4:00 PM   

Fireside Room 
 

Contact  
Sarah Zarbock  

or Margaret Hastings 
 for more  

information 

Prayer Centering 
Meditation 

Thursday evenings at 6:00PM 
Starting September 10 

Zoom Video Conferencing 
Contact Sarah Zarbock for details. 

Monday, September 7th 

September Youth Group 

Meetings 
 
September 2nd - Bonfire picnic - bring your own chair 
and picnic dinner. Families invited  
 
September 9th - Regular youth meeting. Outside. 
Meal will be provided and served in individual contain-
ers. Or can bring own picnic style meal.  
 
September 16th - Zoom youth meeting 6pm facebook 
live 6:30pm Zoom Mtg 
 
September 23rd - Volunteer at Wednesdays table. 
Meet at Christ Lutheran Church @ 4:45pm (bring a 
mask and baseball style hat to wear. Picnic style din-
ner after. Bring your dinner or eat the meal provided) 
 
September 30th - Zoom youth meeting 6pm facebook 
live and 6:30pm zoom mtg 
 

Thank you 
Blessings  

Amanda Viana  

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter 
birthdays or anniversaries, please let Lori 

know at the church office in advance.  
Your church family would like to  

celebrate your day! 
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Office Hours Reminder 
Office hours will vary during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please call before you stop in to verify that someone 

will be here to assist you. 

Thank you! 

Menomonie United Methodist Church Children and Family Ministries  

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  

Join us via Zoom  
Sunday Mornings @ 10:30am 

Starting Sunday, September 13th 
 
As an Education Team we have decided to start the 
year with a virtual option for our children in PK-5th 
grade.  We are hopeful that we can transition into an 
in-person option as the year pro-
gresses, however at this time with 
all the additional precautions and 
safety measures required we are 
going to kick things off online!   
 
So what does that look like? 
Each week there will be a pre-recorded lesson intro-
duction from myself or another Sunday Study leader 
that will be available for your family to utilize as it 
works best for your schedule. 
There will be supplemental resources available on 
our Church Website. 
There will be a Zoom Meeting @ 10:30am on Sun-
day mornings available that can be used for our 
kiddos to connect and have a sense of fellow-
ship.  This time will also be used to further intro-
duce the lesson.  Zoom Meeting information will be 
sent out each week via email for those that would 
like to join.    
Our goal as an Education Team is that there will be 
a live lesson introduction that families can choose to 
participate in via Zoom and that there will also be a 
more detailed pre-recorded video that families can 
either use in addition to the Zoom meeting or can be 
a stand-alone for those that miss the weekly Zoom 

meeting or would prefer not to participate via Zoom.   
I am excited for our kiddos to dive into the core Bible 
stories and themes this year as we use the Simply 
Loved curriculum.  We will start the year in the Book 
of Genesis, below is a glimpse of what we will be 
covering in the first 4 weeks. 
 
9/13- God Creates the World Genesis 1:1-25 
God always loves us… and gives us all we need  
to live. 
9/20- God Creates People Genesis 1:26-2:4 
God always loves us… and gives us a special  
purpose. 
9/27- Sin Enters the World Genesis 3:1-24 
God always loves us… even when we want to be  
in charge. 
10/4- A Floor Covers the Earth Genesis 6:9-9:17 
God always loves us… and gives us do-overs. 
 
For those of you that have youth that 
are entering 6th-12th grade Amanda 
Viana has some great things planned to 
reach our youth that include a combina-
tion of in person and online op-
tions.  Please be watching your email 
for more information from her!  The 
youth are more than welcome to partici-
pate in the Sunday Study lessons that 
are going to be available online and via 
the Sunday Morning Zoom Meeting, 
but the curriculum we will be utilizing 
is really targeted towards that elemen-
tary crew. 
 
Please pray over our children and families as we kick 
off in this new format that this year would draw us 
closer to God.   
 

Blessings, 
Amanda Tireman 

Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 
Cell: 402-658-4344 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org

