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United Messenger 

Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

“Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and 
right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about 
things that are excellent and worthy of praise.” –
Philippians 4:8 
 
Oh, dear friends in Christ, this has been a long year and 
the remaining three months still stretch before us like a 
long and unknown winding road. If you find yourself 
feeling weary sometimes, that is okay. That is normal in 
times of upheaval and tragedy. Rest. Pray. Reach out to 
loved ones. Ask for help when you need it. You are not 
alone, and by the grace of God we will prevail as God’s 
people always do. 
Even in the midst of this turmoil, I am endlessly amazed 
and delighted by God’s perfect timing. Our scripture 
readings in worship for the past few weeks have includ-
ed stories of the Israelites in the wilderness. The origi-
nal record in Exodus and the later remix accounts in the 
Psalms can inform and inspire us through our own tiring 
journeys. Every time the people of Israel faced new dif-
ficulties like exile and oppression, they would remind 
one another of all that God had done for them in the 
past—the path through the Red Sea, the manna and 
quail in the wilderness, the water gushing forth from a 
rock to quench their thirst. When times were hard, they 
focused their attention and trust on God’s past and pre-
sent goodness. 
I encourage us to do the same, by working to remember 
the good things God has done for us in the past and by 
noticing the good things God is doing in the present. 
I’ve learned two practices recently that I commend to 
help us find and focus on what is good: 
• On my way home from church one day, I heard a 

radio interview with a man about my age who de-

cided on his birthday one year that he would spend 
30 minutes each day for the whole entire year writ-
ing about experiences that brought him delight. This 
daily discipline helped him become even more at-
tuned to what was good in his life and he found him-
self experiencing more and more delight throughout 
the year simply because that is where his focus was. 
Take time to notice (and maybe write about) at least 
one good thing in your life each day even if it is as 
simple as the warmth of the sunlight shining in 
through your window, or the sight of a bright wild-
flower growing through a crack in the pavement, or 
a pleasant conversation with a stranger at the gro-
cery store. Give thanks to God for those experiences 
of delight! 

• I recently watched a video interview a woman did 
with her elderly relative named Esther. As the video 
began, Esther sipped from a cup of tea, sighed con-
tentedly, and declared, “This is a happy moment!” 
The younger woman asked her to explain what that 
means in their family, and Esther explained that life 
rushes by so fast we rarely notice or savor the mo-
ments. In her family, anytime their loved ones are 
gathered around the table or enjoying a meal she 
asks, “Do you know what this is?” and they respond, 
“A happy moment!” Simply naming the joy they 
feel together in the moment helps them to savor it in 
the present and happily remember it in the future. 
May God open our eyes and our hearts to the “happy 
moments” in our lives so that we can savor and 
share them with the people around us! 

I see these practices not just as feel-good fluff, but as 
survival strategies as we navigate our way through the 
current “wilderness”. Just like the Israelites reminded 
themselves of God’s goodness in the past in order to 
help them trust God more fully in the present, we can 
focus on what is good in order to help us combat the fear 
and panic and despair we see in the news and in political 
ads. May every glimpse of goodness bring you joy and 
renewed strength as we continue to navigate the chal-
lenges ahead. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Wendy 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Worship  
Opportunities 

As COVID-19 cases increase drastically in our 
community, remember that there are many ways 
you can participate in worship from home if you 
prefer to avoid in-person gatherings. You can visit 
our church Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/MenomonieUMC) at 9:00 on 
Sunday mornings to view 
worship as it happens. 
You can also search for 
“Menomonie UMC” at 
youtube.com to find all of 
our past worship services 
since the pandemic be-
gan, and if you have trou-
ble locating the latest vid-
eos there you can find a 
convenient link right on 
our church website: menomonieumc.org under the 
“From the Pastor” heading. 
If you don’t have a computer or internet access, we 
would gladly mail you a CD recording you can 
listen to at home, or if you don’t have a CD player 
we can mail you a written devotional that includes 
the opening prayer, scripture readings, sermon, and 
closing prayer. If you aren’t already receiving 
these and would like to get on the mailing list, 
please call Lori in the church office (715-235-
0654) with the address to which you’d like your 
worship materials sent. 
We have also been holding in-person worship at 
9:00 on Sunday mornings for most of the summer 
for those who prefer to gather in person. Dunn 
County public health guidelines have allowed 
gatherings of up to 25 people indoors. This may 
change if COVID cases continue to increase to the 
point that further restrictions are warranted. Our 
Accountable Leadership Board has decided that if 
Menomonie schools revert back to online learning, 
our church building will also revert to online wor-
ship only. If you aren’t sure whether the church 
building is open for worship, check our website or 
Facebook page, or call the office to check. 

Charge Conference  
Set for November 14 

 Every fall United Methodist churches gather to 
set their goals, vote on their budget, and elect 
their leaders for the coming year at our Charge 
Conference. This year most Charge Conferences 
will be happening via a Zoom video conference. 
Ours is set for Saturday, November 14 at 5:00 
p.m.  If you would like to participate but do not 
have internet access please notify Pastor Wendy. 
If necessary, a small group of us can gather at the 
church to join the Zoom conference together. 
Otherwise, we can all participate in the video 
conference from home. Contact the office for the 
Zoom link. 

Office Hours Reminder 
Office hours will vary during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please call before you stop in to verify that someone 

will be here to assist you. 

Thank you! 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Each week Pastor Wendy creates a  
Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns 
list as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would 
like these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Weekly Devotional and  

Prayer Request List Available 

Happy Birthday! 
Sarah Ward - October 7th  

Rhonda Whitman - October 19th 

Happy 25th Anniversary 
Joe and Deb Feeney - October 5th 

 

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our newsletter 
birthdays or anniversaries, please let Lori 

know at the church office in advance.  
Your church family would like to  

celebrate your day! 

Condolences 
We offer our deepest condolences to the family of 
Peg Diser. Peg passed away peacefully on Sep-
tember 10 and a private celebration of her life was 
held at the church on September 19. She will be 
dearly missed. 
 
We also offer our sincere sympathy to the family 
of Sharon Harvey who also passed away on Sep-
tember 10. Pastor Wendy led a private celebration 
of her life on September 18 at Olson Funeral 
Home. Sharon was the wife of Warren Harvey and 
the sister-in-law of Karen Tape. Please continue to 
hold her loved ones in prayer. 

   Prayer Shawl Meetings 

2nd Thursday of the month  
5:00 PM  Fireside Room 
Contact  Sarah Zarbock  
or Margaret Hastings 
for more information. 

Soul Exercises 
Thursday evenings at 

6:00PM 
Starting September 10 

Zoom Video Conferencing 

Outdoor Worship Thank You 
Last Sunday, September 20th we held our 
Outdoor Worship Service with 
good weather! We give thanks to 
Lanna and Larry Laird, Jim Lake, 
Jane Mahoney, Glenn Gehring 
and Linda Bark for making the 
service a memorable one. The 
mums that were brought in were beautiful and 
the set up made for a wonderful service! 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News & Family Ministries 

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  
Join us via Zoom Sunday Mornings  

10:30am 
During the month of September we kicked off Sunday 
Study with the book of Genesis.   
Through the stories of creation, Adam and Eve, and Noah 
we have seen that God always 
love us!  He gives us a purpose 
and what we need to live.  He 
loves us even when we want to 
be in charge and He even gives 
us do-overs.   
I have really enjoyed being able 
to interact with families via our 
weekly Zoom meeting.  Your 
kiddos are doing a great job of 
participating and being respectful 
of each other when others are talking and sharing!  I love 
that this year you have flexibility in how to participate and 
Worship in ways that work best for your family.  If you are 
unable to make the live Zoom lesson, all of the lesson ma-
terials and more are located right on our church website 
www.menomonieumc.org > Grow> Children and Families.  
New lessons are put up each Wednesday evening and stay 
available for the week. 
The Education Team will be delivering a new supply bas-
ket to registered families for the next round of lessons the 
week of 10/4 so that you have what you need for our new 
unit starting on 10/11.  We will also be collecting those 
HUGS that your children made when we drop off the bas-
kets (or you can return the completed HUGS to Church if 
you prefer). 
Below is a glimpse of what we will be covering during the 
next 4 weeks. 

 
10/11- God Calls Abram Genesis 12:1-8; 15:1-6 
We can trust God… even when we don’t understand. 
 
10/18- Isaac Is Born Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7 
We can trust God… because God keeps his promises. 
 
10/25- Jacob Steals Esau’s Blessing Genesis 25:19-
26; 27 
We can trust God… because he’s in control. 
 
11/1- Jacob and Esau Make Peace Genesis 32:3-12, 
22-32; 33:1-11 
We can trust God… to help us get along. 
 

Please continue to pray over our children and 
 families that this year would draw us closer to God.   

 
Blessings, 

Amanda Tireman 
Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 

Cell: 402-658-4344 

Menomonie United Methodist  
Youth Group News 

October 7th will be a in person meeting. A meal will 
be served taking the proper precautions.  
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm. 
 
October 14th we will have virtual youth group. There 
will be facebook live at 6:00 pm and a zoom at 6:30 
pm. 
 
October 21st we will have virtual youth group. There 
will be facebook live at 6:00 pm and Zoom at 6:30 pm.  
 
October 28th we will serve at Wednesday table. Meet 
at Christ Lutheran Church at 4:45 pm to help serve then 
at 6:00 pm to have a meal and fellowship at Wakanda 
Park if weather permits until 7:00 pm.  
 

Please visit the church website under Grow,  
click on the youth link to see our youth  

Sunday school curriculum.  
I will post it every Wednesday before. We will be  

following pastor Wendy's sermon scriptures.  
 

Amanda Viana 
Youth Ministry Coordinator 

 

Join our facebook page.  
Menomonie United Methodist 

Youth Group 

The Garden of 
Righteousness 

Sunday, Oct. 4   
7:30 PM 

 
Mabel Tainter 

Center for the Arts 
205 Main Street East, Menomonie, WI 

Benefit for Doctors  
Without Borders 

 
Suggested Donation: $10 or more. 

Your generous support of their work  
uphold the spirit of courageous action in 

response to human suffering. 
 

Music with  
Naye Strunes Klesmer Ensemble 

Panel Discussion (Pre-recorded) to follow. 
Box Office: 715-235-0001 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org


Jan Gehring 
October 1, 1940 

Celebration of Life 

We celebrate the lives of those turning 80 this year in our October newsletter. 
Worship celebration will take place at a later time. 

Jan Gehring was one of 
three children, born to Her-
man and IlliaMae Fischer, 
in Kewaunee, Wisconsin. 
She grew up living on a 
dairy farm; helped with 
chores, enjoyed sewing, 
baking and music. She 
picked beans and cucum-
bers and did waitress work 
to earn college money. 
She accepted Christ in her 
life at the age of 12 and 

began a life dedicated to service to her family, 
church and community. She played a “pump” organ 
for church and accompanied two choirs in high 
school. 
She went to a one room school for eight years; fin-
ishing at the top of her class (Glenn reminds her 
that she also finished at the bottom of her class!). 
She graduated in Dietetics from Stout State Univer-
sity where she met Glenn at the Wesley 
(Methodist) Club. They lived in Illinois for three 
years. They returned to Menomonie and joined the 
Methodist Church  here in 1965. She and Glenn led 
a youth group for several years at the Menomonie 
United Methodist Church. Jan directed a children’s 
choir (ages 4-7) and the Handbell Choir for eight 
years and still plays the bells in the choir. She has 
been on several committees in the church, served as 
Lay Speaker and Lay Leader and helped serve and 
cook for many church suppers. She was a dietician  
and Nutrition Program Director for the Office on 
Aging (ADRC) with Dunn County for 21 years. 
Glenn and Jan have two children: Lisa (a nurse) 
and Roger (an engineer) who both work for UW-
Stout. 
Jan and Glenn enjoy traveling especially with their 
six grandchildren to places of the child’s choice 
when they graduate from high school. Jan also 
made each grandchild a quilt. 
Jan says “God has given me talents and a long life 
and I have enjoyed giving to others. My advice for 
a long life is to eat healthy foods and keep your 
mind and body active.” 
My favorite hymns are “Great is Thy Faithfulness” 
and “There’s a Song in the Air.” 

Our family lived in Pierce 
County (Elmwood, WI) until 
I was 8 years old and then 
we moved to Irvington. We 
still reside there, 72 years for 
me and 56 years for my wife. 
Oh, what memories. 
We were a family of six, par-
ents, three boys and one girl. 
We all lived in a small house 
next to the Irvington Store. 
We raised vegetables, flow-
ers and strawberries, etc., to 
sell. 
Sandy and I were married in 1964. We have a daugh-
ter, son in-law and granddaughter who live in Bloomer, 
WI. 
I worked for Market & Johnson Construction as a ce-
ment mason for 40 years retiring in 2000. 
We have been members of three Churches, Me-
nomonie United Methodist Church, Elmwood Method-
ist Church and the Rock Elm Methodist Church . 
Secrets to a long life is the way you live your life. Do 
unto others the way you want others to do unto you. 
Love thy neighbor. 
Advice I would give to younger people today is to stay 
in school, get an education if you want the top pay, 
high tech jobs, or you may become a common laborer 
the rest of your life. 
Favorite memory is getting or maybe seeing a 30 point 
buck. Catching fish with my fishing buddy from Eau 
Claire and running the coon hounds all night hunting 
for raccoon. 
God is a world of miracles. We are all God’s children 
and he walks along side of us and will guide us and 
cares for us. 
My favorite hymn is “Amazing Grace.” 

Virgil DeLong 
August 6, 1940 
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I was born in Northfield, 
Minnesota and lived 
there until I was 12, 
when our family moved 
to Minneapolis. 
My childhood family was 
mom, dad, one sister and 
one brother plus tons of 
relatives. I had a very 
happy childhood. 
After high school I 
worked in the secretarial 
field 8 years in Minneap-
olis. In 1966, I married Bill Styer, a dairy farmer 
south of Menomonie. Tragically, he was killed 1 1/2 
years later in a farm accident. We had one daugh-
ter. 
In 1974, I married Marv Hillman, gained a step-
son, making us a family of 4. Marv died in 2015. I 
worked a variety of secretarial jobs with 3 years at 
UW-Stout and 23 years at 3M, retiring from there 
in 1997. 
I was born and raised in the Lutheran Church until 
I married and was at the Catholic Church. In 1974, 
second marriage, I became a member of this Unit-
ed Methodist Church and have been here ever 
since. 
My life secrets are to have faith in God, love of 
family and friends, a positive attitude and good 
health. 
My advice is to take time to enjoy the moment. 
Love with your whole heart and have compassion 
for ALL people. 
My favorite memory is still going on with watch-
ing my children, their spouses and 6 grandchildren 
live their own lives. They are precious. 
The Christian faith has been the rock of my whole 
existence. God sees me through every choice I 
make, good or bad. I can never lose hope, it’s in 
me to stay. 
I love all kinds of hymns. Too many to list a favor-
ite. It thrills me to hear the beautiful person that 
sings their heart out off-key—that is love from the 
heart and makes me very happy. 

Jackie Hillman 
October 3, 1940 

Mary Blakeley 
December 11, 1940 

Celebration of Life 

I was born and raised on the 
west side, 9th Ward of Eau 
Claire and attended Lincoln Ele-
mentary School, the OLD Junior 
High School at Grand and 
Fourth Avenue, and Memorial 
High School when it was brand 
new. 
My family consisted of my par-
ents and one sister 6 1/2 years 
older than me. As we both said 
after we were grown up, “We 
were both only children!” I lived 

in the same house from age one until I graduated from 
Wisconsin State College—Eau Claire and married Brian. 
We married in 1963 and immediately moved to Durham, 
North Carolina, where Brian attended graduate school and 
I obtained my first teaching position. After a year in Lon-
don for Brian’s research and a year back in Durham, 
where I again taught school, we moved to Winona, MN 
where Brian taught for four years at Winona State. Then it 
was off to Lubbock, Texas, where he taught at Texas Tech 
and I stayed at home with our three children, Derek, Alec, 
and Carter Ann. When the youngest was in first grade I 
became a school library clerk. In 1980 I went away to col-
lege for 2 summers to obtain school librarian certification. 
I works as a multi-school elementary librarian until 1997. 
In December of 1998 we moved back to Wisconsin to the 
tree farm Brian’s parents had established just north of Me-
nomonie. 
We joined the Menomonie UMC in February 1999, I grew 
up attending Olivet EUB Church in Eau Claire where I 
was confirmed and married. Soon after, it was sold, torn 
down and is now parking for the Mayo ER and Clinic. We 
attended Duke Chapel in NC (where one Sunday we heard 
a wonderful voice right behind us, later turned and it was 
Burl Ives!) and Forrest Heights UMC in Lubbock, TX. 
I think a positive attitude, humor, love and respect for oth-
ers, along with eating well and getting exercise helps lead 
to a long life. 
My advice to young people would be to live the The Gold-
en Rule—Do unto others as you would have them do unto 
you. (Matthew 7:12) 
I have many great childhood and adult memories with 
family but one of the greatest was our wonderful Christ-
mas 2016 family Hawaiian cruise with our children and 
grandchildren. 
Christian faith has given me comfort and guidance through 
the good and the difficult times of my life. 
“When Morning Guildes the Sky” is a favorite song but I 
also especially enjoy everyone’s favorites, ”In the Garden” 
and “How Great Thou Art,” as well as many Christmas 
and Easter songs. 
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Bonnie Anderson 
February 20, 1940 

I was born and raised in Pepin, 
Wisconsin. My family consisted 
of my parents, three older sib-
lings and my grandfather who 
lived with us. 
My son and daughter in-law live 
in Hammond, my grandson and 
his family live in Hudson.  
I worked for 35 years in educa-
tion, retiring in 1997. 
Domestic and international trav-

el are special experiences. One of my favorite memo-
ries in celebrating my 80th birthday was in Hawaii 
with family and friends. 
The advice I would give to young people would be to 
work toward the future they desire, surround them-
selves with supportive family and friends and follow 
their heart. 
My church background has always been Methodist 
and I have been a member of Menomonie UMC 
since 1979. 
My favorite hymn is “As the Deer.” 
My faith gives me strength and inner peace and I 
give thanks to God for my blessings. 
I believe the secrets of a long life are a strong faith, 
genetics, positive attitude, strong support system and 
a plan for longevity. 

Peg Diser celebrated her 80th birthday on August 11. 
Unfortunately, she was not well enough to participate 
in the usual interview we conduct with members in their 
80th year of life, and she has since passed away. None-
theless, we do celebrate Peg's life, including all the 
places she has been, the people she has known, and the 
difference she has made in this world. In lieu of a Cele-
bration of Life interview, we include here the obituary 
her family prepared as a summary of her life. 

Peg Diser 
August 11, 1940 - September 10, 2020 

Margaret “Peggy” Ann 
(Kallenberger) Diser passed 
away peacefully on Thursday, 
September 10, 2020 at Our 
House Senior Living in Me-
nomonie after a long, coura-
geous battle with Alzheimer’s 
Disease.  

Peggy was born on August 11, 1940 to Herbert and 
Edna Kallenberger in Eureka, South Dakota.  
Peggy graduated from Horlick High School in Ra-
cine in 1958 and studied at Evanston Hospital 
School of Nursing where she became a Registered 
Nurse. She began her nursing career in San Francis-
co, CA where she met the love of her life, Philip 
Diser. Peggy and Phil were married on the first day 
of spring in 1964 in Columbus, OH. Phil earned his 
master’s degree at Ohio State and their daughter, 
Carol, was born. 
Peggy valued family above everything else. A lov-
ing mother, aunt, and grandmother, Peggy was ac-
tively involved in the lives of her children, grand-
children, nieces, and nephews. She took great joy in 
watching them grow and celebrated every achieve-
ment and effort with pride. She loved to attend their 
concerts, plays, recitals, and sporting events, go on 
family trips and outings, create special holiday tradi-
tions, and host fun-filled sleepovers with activities 
and treats. She made the best Christmas Cookies and 
never failed to remember everyone's favorite home-
made dessert. 
An active member of the community, Peggy was 
deeply involved at the United Methodist Church in 
Menomonie, serving on the church board and vari-
ous committees. After retiring from nursing, Peggy 
headed the very active Church and Society Commit-
tee which helped families in need with school sup-
plies and Christmas gifts, and also sponsored the 
annual School Board Candidates Forum for many 
years. During her nearly 50 years in Menomonie, 
Peggy was also involved in the Menomonie Theater 
Guild, her PEO Sisterhood Chapter DD, and the 
many activities of her children and grandchildren  
Throughout their marriage of 56 years, Peg and Phil 
shared a love of books, music, theater, and travel. 
Longtime season ticket holders, they attended every 
production of the Menomonie Theater Guild, en-
joyed concerts at the Mabel Tainter, and spent their 
summer Tuesday evenings listening to the Luding-
ton Guard Band while eating pie. Everywhere they 
went, Peggy and Phil enjoyed socializing with their 
friends and neighbors. They loved taking road trips 
to visit family in South Dakota, Florida, and the East 
Coast. Peg always said, “We have a wonderful fami-
ly,” and “We have a good life,” and she made it so. 

Celebration of Life 


