
PRELUDE      

 

GREETING  
 

CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER 

Leader: Something stirs deep within us – a longing, a hope, 

People: A thirst for joy, a hunger for peace, a yearning 

for blessing. 

Leader: We know deep within that our hopes and fears 

People: Will be met by angel songs and baby sighs. 

Leader: It is Advent - 

People: Season of waiting, hoping, yearning. 

Leader: Advent - 

All: Time to go home. 

 

OPENING SONG 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”   Hymnal #211 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Reader 1: We begin our advent journey in anticipation of all 

things being fulfilled. We wait in faith, we journey in hope, we 

lean into love. We anticipate the joy we experience in the 

birth of Jesus, the birth of peace, the birth of love. 
 

Reader 2: The prophets remind us that even as we clamor 

around with noise, feast in gluttony, and ignore one another 

in our fear and consumerism, there is always hope and 

forgiveness with God.  
 

Reader 3: Even though we often find ourselves acting on our 

wonderful, awful ideas, Jesus will come to us in love and 

peace in the midst of it all. 
 

Reader 4: We light the first candle as we remember Jesus is 

called Emmanuel, God with us. We light this candle in hope 

for all that is to come, no matter how things seem in this 

moment. (Light one purple candles) 
 

Let us pray:  

Emmanuel, be with us on this advent journey. Help us 

open our hearts to the real meaning of advent and 

Christmas as we await the birth of Jesus, our savior. 

Enlarge our hearts that we might expect and receive 

hope, love, peace and joy in all its glory, just as you 

intend. Amen.  

 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Amos 5:21-24 

Romans 12:9-18 

John 1:1-5 

 

MESSAGE             “When Everything Is Wrong” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

   Pastoral Prayer 

   Silent Prayer 

   The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF GRATITUDE 

 

DOXOLOGY       Hymnal # 94 



 

CLOSING PRAYER  

Lord, even when the world around us seems 

shrouded in growing darkness and gloom, you are still the 

light shining in the darkness. Thank you for being our source 

of hope. Let your beacon of love shine brightly, drawing all 

people to your way of unfailing, unconditional love. Grow in 

our hearts and guide all that we do in these weeks of waiting 

and anticipation through Advent. We pray through Christ, the 

Light of the World. Amen. 

 

HYMN     

“The Gift of Love”                     Hymnal  # 408 

         

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  

 

POSTLUDE     
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