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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

May 2021 

United Messenger 

“Lord, how wonderfully you bless the righteous. Your 
favor wraps around each one and covers them under 
your canopy of kindness and joy.” –Psalm 5:12, The 
Passion Translation 
 

 As I write this newsletter article after my boys have 
gone to sleep for the night, Noah and Lucas are tucked 
in to a cozy blanket fort in our living room. They’ve got 
an air mattress in there and all their favorite blankets 
and pillows, and they’ve got a colorful parachute spread 
over their whole fort from a step ladder that holds it up 
above their heads. There’s nothing wrong with the bunk 
beds they usually sleep in but sometimes they find it fun 
to sleep in a new place where their imaginations can 
take them on a camping trip or a fun adventure, even if 
they are still right here at home. 
 As my boys sleep in that cozy space with their color-
ful canopy over their heads, I am reminded of a familiar 
verse another pastor shared with me recently in a trans-
lation I hadn’t heard before. I confess I don’t know 
much about the translators of The Passion Translation 
of the Bible, but in what I’ve read of their work so far 
I’ve noticed they have explanatory notes listing addi-
tional meanings and connotations for nearly every verse 
so it would seem these translators are knowledgeable 
about biblical languages and truly attempting to be 
faithful to it in their translation, not just with academic 
precision but also with a fervent desire to communicate 
God’s word as fully as possible even when English 
words don’t quite capture the full meaning of the origi-
nal Hebrew or Greek words. In their translation of 
Psalm 5:12, they speak of God’s favor enveloping us in 
a “canopy of kindness and joy.” I love the idea of nestl-
ing in under God’s “canopy” of favor, kindness, and 
joy! 
 In the Bible I usually read from, this verse doesn’t 
have quite the same warmth for it says, “For you bless 
the godly, O Lord; you surround them with your shield 
of love.” A “shield” makes me think of battle and con-
frontation, whereas a “canopy” makes me think of a 

bright and cozy tent with sunlight streaming in or a 
canopy of beautiful leaves overhead when gazing up 
from a hammock. A new translation helped me hear 
this verse in a new way. 
 So whether you build any blanket forts of your own 
this month or not, I pray that we might all sense God’s 
favor wrapping around us and covering us under God’s 
canopy of kindness and joy. May the Lord bless you 
and keep you until I see you again! May you feel the 
warmth of God’s grace and the comfort of God’s peace 
as you continue to seek God and serve God faithfully! 

 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Wendy 

We are open for in-person  
worship Sundays at 9:00 am 
Masks and social distancing required.  

The service will continue to be broadcast on  
Facebook and recorded on our website!  

Welcome back! 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our 

newsletter birthdays or  
anniversaries, please let  
Lori know at the church  

office in advance.  
Your church family would like 

 to celebrate your day! 

Wanted 
Your used Christmas 

Cards  
Also looking for lace to  

decorate the cards. 
Donated cards can be 
mailed or delivered to:  

Betty Hazen  
American Lutheran Home   

Menomonie, WI 54751 

Becky Hendrickson  
May 20 

 

Each week Pastor Wendy creates  
a Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns and 
Happenings as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would like 
these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Weekly Devotional, 

Prayer Request  

& Happenings Available 

The Medicine Shoppe in Menomonie is  
seeking volunteers to help prepare and hand 

out paperwork for individuals  
receiving the Covid vaccination.  

3 hour shifts. Volunteers be sure to ask about 
vaccine availability.  

Call Fred at 715-235-0412 

COVID Vaccine News 
The Menomonie Medicine Shoppe is scheduling 
Covid vaccine (Moderna) appointments through 
their website.  It can happen that a dose or two is 
"left over" at the end of the weekday, and it should 
not be wasted. If you are 65 or older, live in or near 
Menomonie, and are interested in being called on 
short notice for such an opportunity, do NOT call 
the Medicine Shoppe!  

 Call Fred Ochs at 715-235-0412 to leave a  
message with your name, birthdate, drive-time 

from home, and phone number.  
We ALL want every dose to find an arm! 

-Submitted by Fred Ochs 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church Children’s Ministry 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  
We will wrap up the Sunday Study year with a hybrid 
approach to Sunday Study.  We will move forward with 
a combination of online and in person Sunday Study 
classes.  Please note that the 
Sundays we meet in person we 
will meet following Worship at 
10:00am instead of 10:30am.  
Throughout the month of May, 
whether online or in person, we 
will be studying and celebrating 
the life of Jesus.   

 
Upcoming Dates to Know: 
5/2-   Sunday Study in Person @ 10:00am  
5/9-   Sunday Study via Zoom @ 10:30am  
5/16- Sunday Study via Zoom @ 10:30am 
5/23- 3

rd
 Grade Bible Presentation during  

         9:00am Worship 
5/23-  Sunday Study in Person @ 10:00am -  
          End of Year Celebration! 
 
Lesson materials can continue to be found on our 
church website www.menomonieumc.org > Grow> Chil-
dren and Families as well.   
Please save the date for an afternoon Bible Day Camp 
on Saturday, July 31

st
 from 2:00-5:00pm.  The Educa-

tion Team and I are excited to be able to provide a Bible 
Day Camp opportunity this Summer.  Bible Day Camp 
will be an afternoon filled with stories, games, and crafts 
that will help our kiddos draw closer to God.  We are 
hopeful to be able to host the event largely outdoors.  
Please let me know if you would be interested in assist-
ing with a games or craft station.  Please be watching 
your emails for more details to come! 

Blessings, 
Amanda Tireman 

Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 
Cell: 402-658-4344 

 
 

Wisconsin United Methodist  
Summer Camps 2021 

Summer Camp Registration is  
Officially Open! 

The Wisconsin United Methodist Camps have been 
working really hard to be able to move forward with 
Summer Camp opportunities this year.  When you reg-
ister, you are also added to their mailing list to get reg-
ular updates on the evolving COVID precautions and 
plans for summer.  Full details can be found at:  https://
wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/ 
 
Some of the great camp options this year: 
Create 
Classic Lake Lucerne 
Wild: Treehouses 
Wild: Backpacking 
Leaders in Training 
Makers 
YoMiCa 
Movers 
Imagine 
Family Camps 
Grandparents Camp 
Mother-Daughter Camp 
 
 

 
Save the Date  
Church Family  
Retreat 
Pine Lake Camp  
August 6

th
-8

th 

 
Disciples of all ages are 
invited to spend a little time 
apart with God.  Join your 
church family on a weekend retreat!   
 

Friday, August 6
th

 (starting at 6pm) through 
Sunday, August 8

th
 (ending at 12pm) 

 
Watch for more details to come! 

Save the Date   
Bible Day Camp 
at  
Menomonie  
United Methodist 
Church  
Sat. July 31

st
  

from 2-5pm
 

 
Children entering K-5 
are invited to join in 
an afternoon of games, stories, and crafts.     
 

Watch for more details to come!  

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
https://wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/
https://wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/
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