
PRELUDE      

 

GREETING  
 

CALL TO PRAISE AND PRAYER 

Leader:  O come, O come, Immanuel, 

People: And be light for our darkness. 

Leader: Be comfort in our grief, a friend for our loneliness, 

People: An oasis for our searching. 

Pastor: O come, O come, Immanuel, 

People: Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us 

peace. 

 

OPENING SONG 

“Emmanuel, Emmanuel”    Hymnal #204 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

Reader 1: “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 
 

Reader 2: Our hearts are weighed down by the many things 
we think we must do, buy, schedule, consume, and attend, 
in order to fully celebrate this advent and Christmas season. 
But, perhaps there is another way.  
 

Reader 3: Even though we have trouble seeing it, God is 
making a way for peace and reconciliation for all the world. 
God’s plan is in motion, we can choose to doubt, to fight, or 
to trust in faith and embrace the gift of abundant love in 
Jesus.  
 

Reader 4: We light the second candle in faith, as we look to 
the fulfillment of all God’s promises in the birth of our savior 
Jesus. It seems so long ago, so far away, but before we 
know it our hearts will swell with everlasting joy. (Light two 
purple candles) 
 

Let us pray: 
Forgiving God, help us hear your call to repentance that 
we might truly embrace the gift of reconciliation with 
you and one another this Advent and Christmas. Help us 
see where we must change, and be open to the holy 
distractions that pull us away from the world and into 
your love and light. Amen. 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Isaiah 11:1-10 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

MESSAGE     “When Christmas Isn’t Christmas” 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

   Pastoral Prayer 

   Silent Prayer 

   The Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen. 

 

OFFERING OF GRATITUDE 

 

DOXOLOGY       Hymnal # 94 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is right…and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 

and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy are you…as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit…all honor and glory is yours, 

almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  

Patient, Eternal God, slow us down enough to find 

your peace settling within us. Show us how to strip away the 

Christmas commotion and clutter so we can prepare the way 

well for you. You alone can satisfy our deepest longings and 

so we wait and watch in holy anticipation for you. Amen. 

 

HYMN     

“Heralds of Christ”                     Hymnal  # 567 

         

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  

 

POSTLUDE     
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