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United Messenger 

Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all genera-
tions. Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever 
you had formed the earth and the world, from everlast-
ing to everlasting you are God.” –Psalm 90:1-2 
 
 On a snowy night recently, my younger two boys 
asked me to snuggle with them on the couch. Noah had 
started the fireplace and Lucas had prepared a cup of 
hot cocoa for me, and they looked up at me with hope-
ful expectation as they invited me to sit with them. 
Even though my to-do list still stretched long before 
me, I decided there was nothing on that list that could-
n’t wait a little while. I snuggled in between them and 
we watched the big, fluffy flakes of snow falling out-
side the window and we smiled at our dog who was 
snoring contentedly as she stretched out in her favorite 
spot on the floor near the fireplace. 
 It was one of those rare moments where time seemed 
to stand still for just a bit—long enough for me to no-
tice and appreciate how precious and fleeting these 
moments of togetherness are. In just a few more blinks 
of the eye these boys will be grown and gone, but on 
that night as we snuggled under the old red afghan I 
had crocheted as a teenager, we were cozy and content 
together—these two energetic little chatterboxes and 
I—in a moment of blissful gratitude. 
 I hope you’ll have a few moments like that this 
month too—moments of blissful gratitude in which 
time stands still for just a bit so you can savor whatev-
er blessings God has granted you at the time. This may 
require some intentional effort to seek and to notice 
such moments in this month when the daylight hours 
get shorter, our Thanksgiving gatherings may be hap-

pening via Zoom or Skype rather than around a 
loved one’s table, and the pandemic rages on in the 
biggest wave of infections yet. These are challeng-
ing times to be sure, and yet God is still God. From 
everlasting to everlasting, from the dawn of crea-
tion to the end of time, God is still with us, bringing 
moments of blessing and beautiful grace if we are 
attentive enough and still enough to notice. 
 If it has been a difficult day today, see if you can 
find a way to create some joy and carve out a little 
comfort. Open your Bible and listen to whatever 
God inspires in you through the words of scripture. 
Light a candle or make yourself a steaming cup of 
cocoa or tea. Perhaps you can call a friend or per-
form a random act of kindness. May this be a 
month of simple, beautiful blessings for you, dear 
friends. I miss you and I continue to eagerly look 
forward to the day we can safely see one another 
face to face again. Until then, may God bless you 
and keep you as we continue to connect online, on 
the phone, and through the mail. God be with you 
‘til we meet again! 
 

In God’s great love, 
Pastor Wendy 

 

Pledge Sheet Enclosed 
 You’ll find in this newsletter a copy of the 2021 
pledge sheet. Although many of the volunteer op-
portunities on the list are not active during the pan-
demic we anticipate that we will be able to resume 
these activities at some point in 2021, so please 
sign up for any you are willing to help with once it 
is safe to do so. We are especially in need of addi-
tional video technicians to be trained to help record 
the worship Facebook livestream and YouTube vid-
eo each week. You can return your pledge sheet to 
the church by dropping it off in the church office on 
Mondays or Thursdays, by mailing it back to the 
church, or even taking a picture of your completed 
form and emailing it back to us. 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Office Hours Reminder 
Office hours will vary during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please call before you stop in to verify that someone 

will be here to assist you. 

Thank you! 

Thanksgiving Offering 
 We are collecting a Thanksgiving offering to help 
support the Wednesday’s Table free community 
meal at Christ Lutheran Church. In the past year, 
they have gone from serving 30-50 people each 
week to now often serving over 200 people each 
week. Our youth group helps to deliver curbside 
meals for Wednesday’s Table on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month. We appreciate your 
support for this much-needed ministry in our com-
munity! 
 If you’d rather designate your Thanksgiving offer-
ing for the church general fund, improvement fund, 
apportionments, or other mission work you may do 
so by enclosing a note or by indicating so in the 
memo line on your check. 
 We thank you for your continued faithfulness in 
giving. Part of our responsibility as disciples of Je-
sus is to faithfully steward the gifts God has given 
us. We do this by giving generously of our time, 
talents, and treasure. While the church is not fully 
functioning in the ways we used to yet, we ARE still 
functioning in many different ways and we do still 
have many expenses. Our staff continues to work 
hard to continue their ministries in new ways, and 
the building is still being thoroughly cleaned to 
COVID standards and well-maintained so it is ready 
for us all to return when we can safely do so. May 
God bless and multiply our gifts and our efforts, 
allowing us to continue to do all the good work God 
calls us to do! 
 

In-Person Worship Services  
Temporarily Discontinued 

 In early October the Dunn County Public Health 
Department issued new recommendations limiting 
indoor gatherings to no more than 10 people (rather 
than 25 people as the limit had been this summer) due 
to the rising number of COVID-19 cases in our coun-
ty. With local hospitals at peak census, and with pub-
lic health officials struggling to keep up with the con-
tact tracing for so many new cases each day, we are 
trying to do our part to keep our community safe by 
worshiping online only again. For those who cannot 
join us online, a recording of the service on CD or a 
written devotional based on the service is available. If 
you aren’t already on our worship mailing list and 
would like to be, please let us know. We look forward 
to worshiping together in person when we flatten the 
curve of new infections in our community enough that 
larger indoor gatherings are deemed safe again. Until 
then, we will join together in spirit as we practice our 
safer, socially-distanced worship. 
 

Charge Conference Set for 
 November 14 

 Every fall United Methodist churches gather to set 
their goals, vote on their budget, and elect their lead-
ers for the coming year at our Charge Conference. 
This year most Charge Conferences will be happening 
via a Zoom video conference. Ours is set for Satur-
day, November 14 at 5:00 p.m.  If you would like to 
participate but do not have internet access please noti-
fy Pastor Wendy. If necessary, a small group of us 
can gather at the church to join the Zoom conference 
together. Otherwise, we can all participate in the vid-
eo conference from home. Contact the church for 
Zoom information. 
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Thank You 

Menomonie United Methodist Church supports those 
programs that provide resources of clothing, food, shel-
ter and care for those less fortunate. 
 
Your donations have helped the following: 
Stepping Stones ………………………….$102.38 
 

Thank you for your continued support! 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Weekly Devotional and  

Prayer Request List Available 

Each week Pastor Wendy creates a  
Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns 
list as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would 
like these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Happy 48th Anniversary 

Jerry & Patricia Cederholm - Nov.  11 

 

     Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our 

newsletter birthdays or anniversaries, 
please let Lori know at the  
church office in advance.  

Your church family would like to  
celebrate your day! 

   Prayer Shawl Meetings 

2nd Thursday of the month  
5:00 PM   

Fireside Room 
Contact   

Sarah Zarbock  
or Margaret Hastings 

Soul Exercises 
Thursday evenings at 6:00PM 
Zoom Video Conferencing 
Contact Sarah Zarbock for details. 

You’re invited to join the Stepping 
Stones Clean and Shovel Crew! 

Please let us know if you are available to help us keep our 
facilities accessible, clean and healthy for our wonderful 
clients, volunteers and staff.  We are looking for volunteers 
to help with light custodial tasks and sidewalk snow removal. 
Here’s a list of our needs: 

Light Custodial—Stepping Stones Offices and  
Food Pantry 

Volunteer for one-or-more days each week 
Less than two hours most days 

Help needed Mondays-through-Saturdays 
Light Custodial—Broadway Shelter Common Area 

One volunteer needed to help once a week 
About an hour most weeks 

Will work with you to set a regular schedule 
Move-Out Clean-Out—Broadway and Stout  

Road Shelters 
Volunteers needed to prepare units for incoming clients 

Time and schedules vary with client turn-over and 
amount of work to be done 

Sidewalk Snow Removal—Stepping Stones Office/Pantry, 
Broadway and Stout Road Shelters 

Four-S: Snow-blow, Shovel, Sand and Salt as needed  
Will need primary volunteers and back-ups, for sore 

backs and big storms 
Shovels and snow-blowers on-site 

Sign up to help on a regular schedule – or let us know you 
are interested in chipping in by being in a  

‘willing to help’ pool.  
Contact Jill Seichter at 715-235-2920 or  

communityconnect@steppingstonesdc.org 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News & Family Ministries 

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  
Join us via Zoom  

Sunday Mornings at 10:30am 
 
During the month of October, we continued our study of the 
book of Genesis.  We met Abraham and his family.  We fo-
cused on trusting God during this unit, 2020 has been quite 
the year, not just for adults, but 
for our kiddos also.  Leaning 
into and trusting God even 
when we do not understand 
and trusting that God is in con-
trol are messages that speak to 
us as much now as they did to 
Abraham and his family years 
ago.   
 
I continue to enjoy being able 
to interact with families via our 
weekly Zoom meeting.  Your 
kiddos continue to do a great job of participating and sharing!  
If the Zoom meeting is not your preferred way to Worship 
and Study, all of the lesson materials and more are located 
right on our church website www.menomonieumc.org > 
Grow> Children and Families.  New lessons are put up each 
Wednesday evening and stay available for the week. 
 
The Education Team will be delivering a new supply basket 
to registered families for the next round of lessons the week 
of 11/2 so that you have what 
you need for our new unit 
starting on 11/8.  We will also 
be collecting those adorable 
scarecrows that your children 
made when we drop off the 
baskets (or you can return the 
completed scarecrows to 
Church if you prefer). 
 
Below is a glimpse of what we will be covering during the 
next 4 weeks. 
 
11/8- Shepherds Hear About Jesus’ Birth Luke 2:8-20 
Jesus loves everyone… even if we feel like outsiders. 
11/15- Jesus Befriends Zacchaeus Luke 19: 1-10 
Jesus loves everyone… and sees our potential.  
11/22- Jesus Welcomes Children Luke 18:15-17 
Jesus loves everyone… and pays attention to us. 
11/29- No Sunday Study- Happy Thanksgiving! 
12/6- Jesus Talks With a Samaritan Woman John 4:1-42 
Jesus loves everyone… and wants us to believe in him. 
 
Please continue to pray over our children and families that 
this year would draw us closer to God.   
 

Blessings, 
Amanda Tireman 

Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 
Cell: 402-658-4344 

 

Dear Youth and Families, 
Due to Covid orders we will meet virtually during the 
month of November. Please keep going to the church web-
site under Youth and follow the scriptures and activities 
there. Please send me your email if you wish to be added to 
the weekly emails to Viana.family.5@gmail.com. We will 
still help at Wednesday’s Table, serve then head home 
right after. I will keep you posted if anything changes.  
 
4th  -  Virtual 6:30pm Zoom 
11th - Virtual 6:30pm Zoom 
18th - Virtual 6:30pm Zoom 
25th - Serve at Wednesday’s Table 4:45pm - 6:00pm 

 
Amanda Viana  

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
mailto:Viana.family.5@gmail.com
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News  

Yarn donations are accepted here at United Methodist 
Church, please call ahead for office hours 715-235-0654 
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