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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

March 2021 

United Messenger 

 It was a year ago when we first began our Break-
through Prayer Initiative, and if there was ever a year 
that a focused season of prayer was especially needed I 
think 2020 was it! We have not escaped entirely un-
scathed, as our church family has lost loved ones to 
COVID-19 but thankfully it seems things are finally 
moving consistently in the right direction as the pan-
demic tapers off. We are about to enter a “new normal” 
that promises to be as good or perhaps even better than 
the normal we remember, because now we cannot take 
so many blessings for granted. I imagine most of us 
will appreciate meeting together more than we ever did 
before. There is hope on the horizon for our nation as a 
whole and I believe we are entering a new season of 
promise in the church as this year of Breakthrough 
Prayer starts to come more fully to fruition in the 
months ahead. 
 As we move into this new season of promise, I think 
the words of Joshua 1:5-9 are instructive and helpful. 
As they were about to enter their promised land, God 
spoke these words of encouragement to Joshua and the 
people of Israel. There are two prominent refrains in 
these verses: 1. Be strong and courageous and 2. God 
will not fail or abandon you, for God is with you wher-
ever you go. The command and the promise pulse 
through these verses over and over like a heartbeat of 
courage, and I pray that they will pulse through our 
church and our lives too. Perhaps we will finally begin 
a Monday’s Table free community meal ministry like 
we had just begun to explore before the pandemic be-
gan. Perhaps the MCCI (Missional Church Consulta-
tion Initiative) coaches will have some promising rec-
ommendations for us in the months ahead when they 
can safely meet with us here in Menomonie. Perhaps 

new ideas and inspirations we haven’t even 
dreamed of yet will begin to percolate and grow 
within us! 
 Here is one suggestion we might try as an add-
on to our Breakthrough Prayer during the season 
of Lent this year: when you pray our breakthrough 
prayer at 7:03 each day, set a timer—maybe for 
five minutes—and simply listen for God while 
quietly praying a simple prayer such as “Yes, 
Lord” or “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listen-
ing”. Write down whatever inspirations or nudges 
come to you during that time, and take action as 
the Lord leads you to act. 
 May we be strong and courageous as we enter 
this new season of promise! I look forward to see-
ing you again soon. May God bless you and keep 
you until then! 
 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Wendy 

 
 

A Note of Thanks from our  
District Superintendent 

 “Hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our 
souls.” –Hebrews 6:19 
 
Dear Anchors of Hope, 
 Thank you for providing “hope” to our world 
through apportionment payment. We are all 
blessed by your faithfulness. 

 Grace and Peace, 
 Rev. Barb Certa-Werner 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

 

In-Person Worship Resumes! 
 Since COVID cases continue to decline and vac-
cination numbers continue to increase, our local 
public health department has now approved indoor 
gatherings of up to 25 people once again. Addition-
ally, many of our church members who are in the 
most vulnerable population have already received 
the vaccination. All of this is very encouraging to 
hear! Therefore, our church sanctuary will be open 
on Sunday mornings to all who wish to come for in

-person services at this 
time. We will still stream 
the service online simulta-
neously for those who pre-
fer to continue to worship 
from home.  
Please note that we will 
still do our best to follow 
CDC guidelines in order to 
protect those who have not 

yet been vaccinated, so if you come to worship in 
person we will not yet be serving any refreshments 
and you will still be expected to wear a facemask 
and sit at least six feet away from those from other 
households. Although we are not requiring any for-
mal reservations, it would be helpful at least for the 
first week or two in March if you could call or 
email the church office to let us know you plan to 
attend in person. If there is a large number of folks 
who are hoping to attend right away, we may need 
to plan a second worship time and/or extend seating 
space into the fellowship hall in order to safely ac-
commodate everyone. We are getting ever closer to 
resuming all of our in-person ministries, and we 
appreciate your continued patience and cooperation 
with all required precautions to protect the health of 
our community. 
 

COVID Vaccine News 
The Menomonie Medicine Shoppe is scheduling 
Covid vaccine (Moderna) appointments through 
their website.  It can happen that a dose or two is 
"left over" at the end of the weekday, and it should 
not be wasted. If you are 65 or older, live in or near 
Menomonie, and are interested in being called on 
short notice for such an opportunity, do NOT call 
the Medicine Shoppe!  

 Call Fred Ochs at 715-235-0412 to leave a  
message with your name, birthdate, drive-time 

from home, and phone number.  
We ALL want every dose to find an arm! 

-Submitted by Fred Ochs 

The Medicine Shoppe in Menomonie is  
seeking volunteers to help prepare and hand 

out paperwork for individuals  
receiving the Covid vaccination.  

3 hour shifts. Volunteers be sure to ask about 
vaccine availability.  

Call Fred at 715-235-0412 

Is God Calling You? 
Every year the work of the church is accomplished 

largely by faithful volunteers like you!  
We still have room for new volunteers on our  
Leadership Board, Education Team, and other  

ministry teams.  
Talk to Pastor Wendy if you are would like to serve 

in any way in the year ahead! 

Each week Pastor Wendy creates  
a Devotional of Sunday’s worship.   

We also have a Prayers, Joys and Concerns and 
Happenings as well. 

Please let Lori know at the office if you would like 
these emailed to you or sent to  

you via regular mail. 

Weekly Devotional, 

Prayer Request  

& Happenings Available 
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Menomonie United Methodist Church Children’s Ministry 

Sunday Study | 2020-2021  
Join us via Zoom  

Sunday Mornings at 10:30am 
 
During the month of February, we studied Moses 
and the Israelites.  Throughout the book of Exodus 
we celebrated how God takes care of us.  God res-
cued Moses from the Nile, helped set his people 
free from the slavery and oppression in Egypt, 
spared the Israelites from the final plague on Egypt 
through Passover, and helped the Israelites escape 
through the Red Sea.  God was able to use Moses 
for his good works even when Moses wasn’t sure 
he was the right person for the job.  God takes care 
of us and can use us, even when we don’t think we 
are enough.  Through our love for God we can also 
take care of others.   

We will be spending the 
month of March celebrating 
Camp Sunday and will 
spend a couple of weeks 
diving into and celebrating 
Easter.  The Education 
Team will be delivering a 
new supply basket to regis-

tered families for the next round of lessons 3/6/21 
so that you have what you need for our new unit 
starting on 3/7/21.  We will also be collecting the 
Cross craft that your children made when we drop 
off the baskets (or you can return the completed 
crafts to Church if you prefer). 
 

Upcoming Dates: 
3/7- Camp Sunday 
Learn about UMC Camp Opportunities and  
Participate in Camp Activities 
3/14- No Sunday Study- Spring Break 
3/21- Jesus Rides Into Jerusalem on a Donkey  
Matthew 21:1-11 
We celebrate Jesus… because he is our rescuer. 
3/28- Jesus Dies and Comes Back to Life  
Mark 15:16-16:8 
We celebrate Jesus… because he’s our  
forever friend. 
4/4- No Sunday Study- Happy Easter! 

 
If the Zoom meeting is not your preferred way to 
Worship and Study, all of the lesson materials and 
more are located right on our church website 
www.menomonieumc.org > Grow> Children and 
Families.  New lessons are put up each Wednesday 
evening and stay available for the week. 
Please continue to pray over our children and fami-
lies that this year would draw us closer to God.   
Blessings, 

Amanda Tireman 
Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 

Cell: 402-658-4344 
 

Wisconsin United Methodist  
Summer Camps 2021 

Summer Camp Registration 
 is Officially Open! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Wisconsin United Methodist Camps have been working really 
hard to be able to move forward with Summer Camp opportuni-
ties this year.  When you register, you are also added to their 
mailing list to get regular updates on the evolving COVID precau-
tions and plans for summer.  Full details can be found at:  
https://wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/ 

We will explore the fun during Camp Sunday on  
Sunday, March 7th during Sunday Study! 

 
Here is a sneak peek at this summer’s camp options: 
 
Create 
Classic Lake Lucerne 
Wild: Treehouses 
Wild: Backpacking 
Leaders in Training 
Makers 
YoMiCa 
Movers 
Imagine 
Family Camps 
Grandparents Camp 
Mother-Daughter Camp 
 
 
 

Save the Date | Church Family Retreat 
Pine Lake Camp | August 6th-8th 

 
Disciples of all ages are invited to spend a little time apart with 
God.  Join your church family 
on a weekend retreat!   
 
Friday, August 6th 
(starting at 6pm)  
through 
Sunday, August 8th 
(ending at 12pm) 
 
Watch for more details to 
come! 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org
https://wiumcamps.org/summer-camps/
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     Let’s Celebrate! 
If you would like us to post in our 
newsletter birthdays or anniver-
saries, please let Lori know at 
the church office in advance.  
Our church family would like 

 to celebrate your day! 

I am very grateful for the cards, well-wishes,  
balloons and gifts of food. I am on the mend.  

God bless you all, 
Linda Bark 

Happy Birthday! 
Pastor Wendy Slaback 

March 4th 

Happy  
73rd Anniversary! 

John & Dorothy Wreford 
March 27, 2021 

If you would like to order Easter flowers 
in honor or memory of loved ones, they 
are $8.00 each. Order forms are on the 

table in the narthex, or  

contact Lori in the office by March 9th.  

Thank you! 

Easter Flowers 


