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Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

December 2021 

United Messenger 

Ready or not, the holidays are here! By the time you 
receive this newsletter I hope you will have enjoyed 
a blessed Thanksgiving whether you gathered with 
lots of loved ones around your table or simply took 
some quiet time to reflect in gratitude on your own. 
The season of Advent begins now on November 28 
and before we know it Christmas will be here again. 
For many of us the holidays are a welcome and joy-
ous occasion in these shorter, darker days of winter. 
For others of us these may be difficult days as we 
navigate the noise of the holidays while carrying 
heavy burdens of grief, depression, addiction, or oth-
er challenges. For others we may find ourselves so 
busy and distracted we don’t even pause to consider 
how we feel about any of it. No matter how you are 
experiencing the holidays this year, I pray that you 
will find God there in the midst of it with you, bring-
ing wonder and awe and beauty far beyond anything 
the lights and tinsel and other material trappings of 
Christmas can provide. 
This Advent I plan to share a sermon series based on 
Rev. Matt Rawle’s book, The Heart That Grew 
Three Sizes: Finding Faith in the Story of The 
Grinch. Just in case any of us have days when we 
feel like our calendars are full but our hearts are 
shrinking, this sermon series is an invitation to redis-
cover God’s way of empathy, compassion, and love. 
Whether you join us for worship in person or online, 
may these messages help you rediscover “peace on 
earth and goodwill toward all” yet again as we cele-
brate Emmanuel, the God who is with us. May our 
faith and our hearts continue to grow as we worship 
and pray and serve together this month! 
I look forward to worshiping with you again soon 
and I wish you a holy Advent and a truly wondrous 
Christmas. 
 

Grace and peace, 
Pastor Wendy 

Candlelight  
Worship on  

Christmas Eve  
This year we will hold a worship 
service at 4:00 pm on Christmas 
Eve, concluding with our tradition 
of singing "Silent Night" by candle-

light at the end of the service. The service will be 
recorded and available on Facebook as well if you'd 
like to worship from home. May Christ's heavenly 
peace fill your hearts and homes this Christmas! 

Bell Ringing this Season 
Due to the Covid virus our UMC will 
not be ringing bells as a one day 
group.  If you feel comfortable sched-
uling to ring as an individual go 
to:  www.registertoring.com and fol-
low the prompts.  Marketplace and 
Dick’s  are indoor ringing sites.  Walmart is out-
side.  Hand sanitizer will be available and social distanc-
ing is recommended as best as you. Masks may be re-
quired but it's not certain at this time, Check with Cus-
tomer Service if kettles, aprons, and/or bells are not set 
out already.   

If any of our church want to send donations 
 the address is:   

The Salvation Army 
11315 W. Watertown Plank Road 

Wauwatosa, WI  53226 
Any questions contact  

Jerry Cederholm 715-962-2335  

http://www.registertoring.com


Page 2 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

Introducing Our Newest 
Staff Member,  

Jensen DeJong! 
We are excited to welcome 
Jensen DeJong to the Child 
Care position in our church 
nursery on Sunday mornings! 
Jensen is a UW-Stout student 
originally from Oskaloosa, Io-

wa. She is pursuing a degree in Early Childhood 
Education and is a talented gymnast on the UW-
Stout gymnastics team too. She grew up in Cen-
tral United Methodist Church in her hometown and 
is excited to participate in the UMC here in Me-
nomonie now too. Please join us in warmly wel-
coming her to our church staff! 

Thanks to all the Stout students, community members, and 
church volunteers who donated clothing and supplies for 
Afghan refugees we were able to send a whole truckload 
of donations for distribution in Sparta! 

Linda Bark and Erich Grantzmacher, UW Stout  
Veterans Club President  

Monday's Meal offers free, nourishing homemade 
meals every Monday from 5-6 pm at the  
Menomonie United Methodist Church,  
2703 Bongey Drive, Menomonie WI. 

 We are supported by volunteers and 
donations from the community 

.  
Check out our facebook page:  

Monday’s Meal at  
United Methodist Church 

 

Monday’s Meal Facebook Page 

Monday’s Meal Menu 
(May be subject to change) 

November 29:  
Country Casserole,  
Cornbread, Dessert 

 
December 9: 

Spanish Rice, Carrots, Cookies 
 

December 13: 
French Toast Bake,  

Turkey Sausage, Fresh Fruit 
 

December 20: 
Cheesy Broccoli Chicken & Rice, 

Cranberry Relish, Smore’s Dessert 
 

December 27: 
Goulash/Chili, Roll, Bar/Cookie 
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Find us at: 
www.menomonieumc.org  

Sunday Study | 2021-2022 
Join us most Sunday Mornings at 

10:00am 
 
Throughout the month of November our lessons 
focused on how God helps us to be brave.  We 
journeyed with the Israelites to the 
promised land and witnessed how 
God helped the Israelites to be brave 
up against some pretty big obstacles.  
Our world today is not without obsta-
cles, we too can count on God to help 
us be brave when a friend needs our help, when we 
are being called to do something that goes against 
the crowd, and if we let Him, God can work 
through us in unexpected ways.  
During the month of December, we will wrap up 
our unit on the promised land and switch gears into 
celebrating the birth of our Savior Jesus!  We will 
not have a Christmas Program during Church this 
year, but we will get an opportunity to act out the 
Christmas Story during our Christmas Party on 
12/19.  We will also do some Christmas crafts and 
activities that help us celebrate the true purpose of 
the season.  I hope that you can join us!  Our 
Christmas Party will go from 10:00 until 11:30 
instead of ending at 10:45.  Families are welcome 
to stay and join in on the fun or are free to drop 
kiddos off and return at 11:30am.   
Below is a glimpse of the month of December: 
12.5 God helps us be brave… and promises to go 
with us.  (Joshua 1:1-11; 5:13-6:27) 
12.12 The Christmas Story… Luke 2:1-20  
12.19 Christmas Party 10:00-11:30 am | Christmas 
for Families donations deadline. 
12.26 No Sunday Study (Merry Christmas!) 
1.2  No Sunday Study (Happy New Year!) 
1.9 Jesus is God’s Son… and brings light to every-
one (John 1:1-28) 
 
Please pray that as we celebrate Christmas this 
year we will see beyond the material gifts and pre-
sents and recognize that Jesus is the true gift of 
Christmas! 

 
Blessings, 

Amanda Tireman 
Email: cyfministry@menomonieumc.org 

Financial Footnotes  
As we prepare ourselves to ring in a new but 
hopefully healthier 2022 year, a few notes about 
our finances for the end of 2021. Any contribu-
tions that you want credited towards 2021 will 
need to be in the office by noon on Thursday De-
cember 31st.  
I will be distributing the funds that have come in 
for our advance specials in the next couple of 
weeks. Traditionally we have given over $10,000 
to various projects and it appears that this year 
will be no exception!   
Our apportionment or shared giving balance is 
approximately $4400. We take 10% of our week-
ly general giving plus any funds ear marked spe-
cifically for apportionments to meet this obliga-
tion each year.   
We have accomplished two major projects with 
our church this year, the parking lot with lights 
and a new boiler system. We appreciate all the 
gifts we received to make this possible. We 
used monies that had been set aside for a few 
years to help pay for these projects. We will 
now start to replenish that account with donations 
to the improvement fund for future repairs and 
maintenance!  
Church envelopes have been ordered and they 
will be arriving shortly.  
Please do not hesitate to give a shout if you have 
any questions.  

Blessings  
Lynn Klatt  

Mission Moment  
One of the mission projects that we support is 
Heifer International. We send $1000 a year to 
Heifer International to work with communities to 
end hunger and poverty and care for the earth by 
partnering with poor smallholder farmers. Heifer 
has received contributions for years from 
the United Methodist Churches to help families 
become self-sufficient. Families living in poverty 
cannot afford to buy nutritious food so farmers are 
given a hive of bees, a goat, a cow, etc. to start the 
process of ending hunger. They in turn pass on the 
gift by providing their animal’s offspring to other 
members of their community. “This process trans-
forms recipients into donors and, at minimum, 
doubles the impact of initial investments in Heif-
er projects. We thank you for your gifts to our Ad-

Menomonie United Methodist Church Youth & Children’s Ministries & Financial Footnotes 

mailto:cyfministry@menomonieumc.org


Christmas for Families 
Once again, the United Way has enabled our 
members to sponsor 10 families.  Gifts are given 
to the children and food provided for the family 
Christmas meal.  The family details are posted 
on a bulletin board in the narthex. 
For those who are unable to shop, donations can 
be sent to the church office and the shopping will 
be done for you. Thank you for your support! 

Patricia Cederholm 
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To register or for more information 
about ADRC events contact  

Carla Berscheit,  
Dementia Care Specialist at  

715-944-8091 

Poinsettias  
for the Altar 

If you would like to honor  
someone by placing a 

 poinsettia on the altar, 
please include your name, the person or 

persons in honor/memory of, and their re-
lation to you, as well as check or cash for 

$7.99 for each poinsettia ordered. 

Menomonie United Methodist Church News 

The Wednesday, December 1st  

Men’s Dementia Care Support Group  
will not be meeting and will not meet through 

winter months. Contact ADRC for other  

support groups. 

Thank you,  Stan Hensley 

Prayer Shawl Meeting  
Thursday, Dec. 16 at 4:00 p.m. 

We plan to have our meeting last for up to 2 
hours so if you can't get there right away at 4:00 

feel free to come and join us up till 6:00 p.m.! 
Feel free to bring any other crafts you would like 

to work on as well! 

Morning Prayer  
December 21 at  10:00 a.m. 

See Sarah Zarbock for details! 
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