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United Messenger 

Ponderings from the  
Pastor’s Pen 

There are plenty of concerning news stories each day, 

but I continue to find inspiration in scripture and lately 

I’ve been spending a lot of time in Romans 8, which 

ends with these powerful words: “In all these things we 

are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor an-

gels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in 

all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 

To be sure, the coronavirus pandemic has changed our 

world in profound ways, but God—and God’s love for 

us—hasn’t changed and never will. As disheartening 

and isolating as some of the changes we’ve been 

through may be, I keep watching for glimpses of how 

God is already using this for good. For example, I saw 

a cartoon recently that depicted a conversation between 

the devil and God. The devil sneered, “Ha! I’ve closed 

every church building in the whole country!” and God 

just grinned and replied, “That’s okay. Now there’s a 

church in nearly every home!” Indeed, our worship ser-

vices and our weekly Sunday school activities for chil-

dren and our Wednesday night youth group activities 

have all continued in online formats that allow us to 

worship and grow in faith even as we shelter in place at 

home. In fact, the number of viewers on our online ser-

vices each week has far surpassed our average worship 

attendance from the time before the coronavirus came 

along. I hadn’t ever considered streaming our worship 

services online until the pandemic made it a necessity, 

but I can see now that God seems to be using our 

online worship services for good. When I thought we 

were just barely holding it together with duct tape and 

prayer, God was in fact making us “more than con-

querors”, expanding our reach and our witness in ways 

I never could have anticipated. 

 

It looks like it will be quite awhile yet before we are 

all able to worship together in person, and even once 

we do begin phasing back into worship gatherings I 

certainly understand that some of you may need to 

continue to shelter in place until a vaccine is available. 

Therefore, we plan to continue streaming our services 

online even after the Safer at Home order ends so that 

those who want to can continue to worship from home. 

Even so, in Christ, we are more than conquerors over 

sin and death. God is still our refuge and strength, and 

God will see us through until we meet again! 

  

With eager anticipation for that day, 

Pastor Wendy 
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Connecting with the Church While 
“Safer at Home” 

Even as we begin working through the phases of the 
“Badger Bounce Back” plan here in Wisconsin we will con-
tinue to offer a couple of online worship opportunities for 
you to participate in from the comfort and safety of your 
home.  
You can join us “live” on Facebook at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings by visiting www.facebook.com/MenomonieUMC 
(even if you don’t have a Facebook account you can watch 
the live video there or come 
back to it later if you missed it 
at 9:00 a.m.) 
We also make a video record-
ing of the service available on 
YouTube, which is usually 
uploaded by early Sunday af-
ternoon. If you visit 
youtube.com, simply search for 
“Menomonie UMC” and you 
will find all the worship videos 
we have posted so far. 
If you do not have internet 
access, you can also request a recording of the worship ser-
vice on a CD. The church even has additional CD players 
that can be checked out to you if you don’t have a CD play-
er in your home. 
 Hopefully you’ve been able to access at least one of these 
ways to worship with us, but if you need further assistance 
please contact the church office at 715-235-0654 to let us 
know how we can help connect you. We are grateful to 
those of you who have continued to support the church fi-
nancially by mailing a gift or by giving electronically. 
 Our incredibly dedicated church staff members are still 
working hard, even though much of our work is done from 
home now. Our hours in the church office are limited, but 
you can still leave a message at the church and we will do 
our best to get back to you within 24 hours. Email is another 
great way to reach our church staff.  If you have a prayer 
request you can always submit it confidentially through our 
church website: menomonieumc.org using the “Submit a 
Prayer Request” form at the bottom of the home page. 

Our Sincere Condolences 
After several months of wonderful hospice care, Merlin 
Grutt left this life and entered into glory on Thursday, April 
23rd at the age of 101. The family decided not to hold a fu-
neral service in light of COVID-19 restrictions, but condo-
lences and remembrances can be sent to his daughter, Nancy 
Suckow at E6941 410th Ave, Menomonie. Merlin was 
known for his incredibly sharp mind and his stories of all the 
challenges he overcame in his many decades of farming. He 
will be dearly missed. 

Prayers Are Appreciated 
Please continue to pray for Janet Mangette as she recuper-

ates from open heart surgery that was successfully complet-

ed on April 17th and for Bob Hendrickson who was hospital-

ized after suffering a stroke on April 24th. Both are making 

great progress but appreciate our continued prayers for heal-

ing and strength. 

 

Just before printing this newsletter we received word that 

Don Chandler also passed away on Tuesday, April 28th. He 

received wonderful care from his devoted wife to the very 

end. Condolences can be sent to Jacqulyn Chandler, 921 

22nd Ave NE, Apt. 111, Menomonie, WI 54751. We fondly 

remember Don and we pray for all the family members and 

friends who knew and loved him best. 

 Returning to Church 
According to the Badger Bounce Back plan released by 
Governor Evers and health officials here in Wisconsin, 
communities will be slowly resuming activities in phases. 
The Wisconsin Council of Churches has outlined suggested 
guidelines for the ways churches might safely ease back 
into worship and other activities: https://
www.wichurches.org/2020/04/23/returning-to-church/. 
Once the “less than 10” person limit is lifted, we will be 
restricted to no more than 50 people in our building during 
the next phase and people over the age of 60 or who have 
other complicating health risks that make them especially 
vulnerable to this virus are still encouraged to shelter in 
place throughout the first phases of the bounce back. Pastor 
Wendy, the Accountable Leadership Board, and the Wor-
ship Team will be making plans in the next few weeks for 
how we might best begin to operate again within these 
guidelines. Stay tuned for more information to come! 
While large group gatherings are restricted, this may be a 
great opportunity to engage in more small group ministries 
and/or local mission work. Keep praying the Breakthrough 
Prayer each day at 7:03 and if the Spirit inspires you with a 
new ministry idea that can be accomplished within the 
guidelines outlined in the link above, let Pastor Wendy 
know so we can help you get started! 

http://www.facebook.com/MenomonieUMC
https://www.wichurches.org/2020/04/23/returning-to-church/
https://www.wichurches.org/2020/04/23/returning-to-church/
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Message from the Parish Nurse 
When the "safer at home" act started, I began reading scrip-
tures that bring encouragement.  This has helped me have 
courage as I go to work at the hospital in Eau Claire. 
What things are bringing you encouragement or causing you 
to not move forward? 
Recently Kurt surprise me with a bike ride.  It was the same 
place we had gone several years ago, but I had been afraid, 
turned around and never completed the journey.  This time it 
was spring, and we could easily see through the woods, there 
were no bears and I felt safe.    
On the way back, I had much  
hope for the present and the future, knowing all would be 
okay.   I had conquered this fear , moved forward, and felt 
God's presence thru this time. 
This too can be a time to name your stories of hesitation or 
lack of courage, especially with the "stay at home" plan in 
place for COVID19.   
This is also a time for practice and improving your self 
care.  Self-care may include reading scriptures, practicing 
solitude and journaling and encouragement of self and oth-
ers.   Our church community and leaders including, Pastor 
Wendy, myself and many others are available to be a support 
during this time.  
Please feel free to contact me or the church office, for any " 
companioning on your journey".   I am available to listen, 
pray with or hear any medical concerns you might have dur-
ing this time. 715-308-1698 or zarbocks@gmail.com 
 
“We are more than conquerors through him who loved us.” 

Romans 8:3-7 
 

Peace, 
 Sarah Zarbock Parish Nurse 

Sunday Study 2019-2020 
Meets most Sundays  
from 10:30-11:30am  

Over the last month we have utilized the Empowering 
Courageous Kids curriculum from Group at home each 
Sunday after our virtual Worship service.  Our family 
has been enjoying this easy to use curriculum at home, 
it has also led to some great discussions and questions 
from our kiddos.  We continue to focus on how Jesus 
leads us through and is always there for us, no matter 
the circumstances around us.  We will continue to utilize 
this curriculum as the Safer at Home Orders have been 
extended until after Memorial Day.   

During the month of April families received the supplies 
needed to make a “stained glass cross”, I loved  seeing 
all the completed projects, thank you for sharing your 
pictures!  The winner of our random drawing was Saw-
yer Gansberg.  I really enjoyed being able to deliver the 
prize (water bottle and mini 
M&Ms) and visit from a safe dis-
tance!  I have really missed all of 
our families! 

During the month of May our 
Sunday Study students typically 
celebrate their fantastic Sunday 
Study Leaders.  Please join me in 
thanking the amazing volunteers 
we have had this year.  We have 
been so blessed by their leader-
ship!  A HUGE thank you to Sally 
Casper, Amy Nelson, Amy & Aa-
ron Mittlestadt, Leslie Schmidt, and Josh Tireman for all 
of their leadership and faithful service!    

The Education Committee is meeting to discuss what 
Summer Programming may look like this summer.  
Please be watching your email and Facebook for details 
and updates!     

Blessings, 

Amanda Tireman 

Children and Family Ministries Director 

Monday’s Table 

Before the pandemic reached the United States, a few com-
munity leaders had approached Pastor Wendy about possi-
bly starting a weekly community meal on Mondays at the 
Menomonie United Methodist Church similar to Tuesday’s 
Table at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, Wednesday’s Table 
at Christ Lutheran Church, and Thursday’s Table at First 
Congregational UCC. Even before the pandemic, there 
seemed to be a growing need for both the food and the social 
interaction that these meals provide for those who are hun-
gry and lonely in our community. The COVID-19 pandemic 
has only further exacerbated that need. Would you please 
pray with me (Pastor Wendy) about this? I’m not sure how 
to launch a meal ministry in the midst of a global pandemic, 
but if this is something God is calling us to do I trust that 
God will make a way if we pray and follow God’s guidance. 
If you are interested in being a part of this, please contact 
Pastor Wendy at pastor@menomonieumc.org. You could 
also leave a message in the church office: 715-235-0654 or 
call her at home: 608-554-4303. Office Hours Reminder 

Office hours will vary during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Please call before you stop in to verify that someone 

will be here to assist you. 

Thank you! 

mailto:zarbocks@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@menomonieumc.org
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Please Help Our Neighbors 
Easter Sunday storms that swept 

through the south caused significant 
damage along the Atlantic coastline. 

The early news from the path of the tornadoes 
and severe thunderstorms is the heartbreak of 
loss of life and homes. Cathy Earl, director of 
U.S. Disaster Response, is in contact with 
conferences to offer assistance as people 
emerge from their homes to assess the dam-
age. 
Please join us in praying for those impacted 
by and responding to the storms while also 
trying to stay safe due to COVID-19. 
This year has been an extraordinary one for 
storm and earthquake activity; UMCOR has 
responded to a major storm event each month 
of 2020. Your financial gift is vitally important 
to UMCOR’s response to these events. You 
are there when you make a gift to UMCOR 
for U.S. disaster response. 

 

 WILL YOU HELP? 

Your gift today will allow UMCOR to help our 
neighbors in need. 

To donate, send a check to the Menomonie 
UMC, designating 'Advance #901670' for the  
US Disaster Response and Recovery, or visit 

umcmission.org/umcor  
to make an online donation. 

Opportunities for Help and to  
Serve at Stepping Stones 

Stepping Stones of Dunn County continues working hard to meet the needs of our community, 
within the social distancing requirements and health precautions prescribed by the health depart-
ment. If you need assistance you can reach them at 715-235-2920 or info@steppingstonesdc.org. 
Food distribution takes place via curbside pick-up four days each week: Mondays from 11-2, 
Wednesdays from 3-6, Fridays from 11-2, and Saturdays from 10-12. Be sure to pop your trunk 
from inside your car if you can so that volunteers can place a pre-packed box of food in your 
trunk for you while maintaining the required 6-foot distance, and be sure you’ve made room in 
your trunk ahead of time. 
More volunteers are still needed too. If you are interested in taking a 2-3 hour shift to help pack boxes of food for curbside pick-ups, 
contact Jill at communityconnect@steppingstonesdc.org or call 715-235-2920, extension 3. Volunteer shifts are available every day 
except Sunday. Gloves and masks are provided for all volunteers. Call ahead to schedule your shift(s) so that Stepping Stones staff 
can ensure they don’t exceed the limit of volunteers they can have in the building at one time. 
Financial donations are also appreciated. You can donate online at www.steppingstonesdc.org or call to process or credit card over 
the phone or mail a donation to Stepping Stones, 1602 Stout Rd, Menomonie, WI 54751. 
 
In addition to the food assistance available at Stepping Stones here in Menomonie, there is also food assistance available once a 
month through Ruby's Pantry at the Elk Mound High School (see details below). If you would like to help box, distribute, or 
load food for Ruby's Pantry, contact Sue Suechting from Shepherd of the Hill Lutheran Church 
at  ssuechting@centurytel.net for details on how to help during the next distribution on Saturday, May 9. 

http://umcmission.org/umcor
mailto:info@steppingstonesdc.org
mailto:communityconnect@steppingstonesdc.org
http://www.steppingstonesdc.org
mailto:ssuechting@centurytel.net
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